
A Level Recommended Course texts 2020-21 
 

All of these are optional unless stated. Some subjects have copies of books donated by former 

students available via the school library. All subjects make materials available through the Office 365 

platform and/or Microsoft Teams to support students in their learning. 

 

We appreciate textbooks can become expensive and would encourage students to look at second hand copies 

via online auction sites such as eBay or online retailers like Abe books. 

 

Please be aware that the 16-19 bursary exists to support eligible students with the costs associated with 

studying at Sixth Form. Full details can be found here. 

 

Subject Recommended Course Textbook Amazon Price 
Biology AQA Biology A Level Student Book 

Toole, G & Toole, S. Oxford 2015 

Or.. 

New A-Level Biology for AQA: Year 1 & AS Student Book with 

Online Edition 

And.. 

New A-Level Biology for AQA: Year 2 Student Book with Online 

Edition 

£41.78 

 

 

£19.99 

 

 

£15.54 

Business 

Studies 

My Revision Notes: Edexcel A-level Business, Andrew Hammond 

Or 

Revise Edexcel AS/A level Business Revision Guide & Workbook 

 

£16.99 

 

£10.99 

Chemistry AQA Chemistry A Level Student Book Paperback  – 23 Jul 2015  

by Ted Lister (Author),    Janet Renshaw (Author) 

Or.. 

New A-Level Chemistry for AQA: Year 1 & AS Student Book 

with Online Edition Paperback  – 21 May 2015 

And.. 

New A-Level Chemistry for AQA: Year 2 Student Book with 

Online Edition Paperback – 9 Jul 2015 

£41.49 

 

 

 

£17.99 

 

 

 

£16.99 

Computer 

Science 

AQA AS and A Level Computer Science Paperback – 24 Apr 

2016  

by P M Heathcote (Author), R SU Heathcote 

 

NEA Project guide 

Tackling A-Level Projects in Computer Science 

£30 

 

 

 

 

£11 

Economics A Level Economics Complete Revision Years 1 and 2 £16.61 

English 

Literature 

 

Essential texts: 

Year 12: 

Any copy of Othello. Link is a suggestion due to the useful notes 

the version includes. 

 

Any copy of Death of a Salesman. Link is a suggestion, again due 

to useful notes. 

 

Year 13: 

The Handmaid’s Tale 

 

£8.21 

 

 

 

 

£8.99 

 

 

 

£6.29 

 

https://www.whitburncofeacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/18-11-29-Bursary-Guidance-2019-20-without-highlight.pdf
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-Biology-Level-Student-Book/dp/0198351771/ref=sr_1_16?ie=UTF8&qid=1498561936&sr=8-16&keywords=a+level+biology
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-Biology-Level-Student-Book/dp/0198351771/ref=sr_1_16?ie=UTF8&qid=1498561936&sr=8-16&keywords=a+level+biology
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Level-Biology-AQA-Student/dp/1782943196/ref=pd_sim_14_3/259-1788424-6057950?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=C38H2P8AG2KSM2W4PBAG
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Level-Biology-AQA-Student/dp/1782943196/ref=pd_sim_14_3/259-1788424-6057950?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=C38H2P8AG2KSM2W4PBAG
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Level-Biology-AQA-Student/dp/1782943242/ref=pd_sim_14_2/259-0527778-0109411?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=H2P5VYGK66HD1Z161XJF
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Level-Biology-AQA-Student/dp/1782943242/ref=pd_sim_14_2/259-0527778-0109411?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=H2P5VYGK66HD1Z161XJF
https://www.amazon.co.uk/My-Revision-Notes-level-Business/dp/1471883221
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revise-Edexcel-Business-Revision-Workbook/dp/1292213213/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=edexcel+a+level+business&qid=1585573782&s=books&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-Chemistry-Level-Student-Book/dp/0198351828/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2/261-9247925-1881462?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=4DB5HCBJA2K968GAWFQB
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-Chemistry-Level-Student-Book/dp/0198351828/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2/261-9247925-1881462?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=4DB5HCBJA2K968GAWFQB
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1782943218?ref_=ams_ad_dp_asin_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1782943218?ref_=ams_ad_dp_asin_1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Level-Chemistry-AQA-Student/dp/1782943269/ref=pd_sim_14_1?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=Y5MCQSPZXSSZQXAQ41TX
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Level-Chemistry-AQA-Student/dp/1782943269/ref=pd_sim_14_1?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=Y5MCQSPZXSSZQXAQ41TX
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-AS-Level-Computer-Science-x/dp/1910523070/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1498745837&sr=8-2&keywords=a+level+aqa+computer+science
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-AS-Level-Computer-Science-x/dp/1910523070/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1498745837&sr=8-2&keywords=a+level+aqa+computer+science
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=P+M+Heathcote&search-alias=books&field-author=P+M+Heathcote&sort=relevancerank
https://www.amazon.co.uk/R-SU-Heathcote/e/B0711QMBR3/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Tackling-Level-Projects-Computer-Science/dp/1910523208/ref=sr_1_6?keywords=a+level+aqa+computer+science&qid=1585560906&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Level-Economics-Complete-Revision/dp/1782943471
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Heinemann-Advanced-Shakespeare-Mr-William/dp/0435193058/ref=sr_1_12?ie=UTF8&qid=1499421098&sr=8-12&keywords=othello
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Heinemann-Advanced-Shakespeare-Mr-William/dp/0435193058/ref=sr_1_12?ie=UTF8&qid=1499421098&sr=8-12&keywords=othello
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Death-Salesman-Arthur-Miller-x/dp/1408108410/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1499421230&sr=8-1&keywords=death+of+a+salesman
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Death-Salesman-Arthur-Miller-x/dp/1408108410/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1499421230&sr=8-1&keywords=death+of+a+salesman
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Handmaids-Tale-Contemporary-Classics/dp/0099740915/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1499421502&sr=8-1&keywords=the+handmaid%27s+tale


The Kite Runner £6.29 

Further 

Maths 

Year 12 

Core Pure 

Further Stats 

Further Mechanics 

 

Year 13 

Core Pure 2 

 

 

£20 

£20 

£20 

 

 

£20 

Geography Geography for Edexcel A Level Year 1 and AS Student Book 

Series editor Bob Digby, Author Lynn Adams, Russell Chapman 

and Catherine Hurst 

Published by Oxford University Press 

ISBN 978-0-19-836645-4 

£28.50 

 

Health and 

Social Care  

Main Textbook for all units – Pearson BTEC National Health and 

Social Care Student Book 1 

 

Revision guide for units 1 and 2 – BTEC National Health and 

Social Care Revision Guide: Second Edition  

£22.50 

 

 

£11.42 

History  ‘Democracy and Dictatorships in Germany 1919 – 1963’ second 

edition. Geoff Layton (Access to History) 

 

‘Early Medieval England 871-1107’ (OCR A Level), Andrew 

Holland, Nicholas Fellows 

 

‘The Witchcraze of the 16th and 17th Centuries’ Alan Farmer (for 

later in Yr 12 and into Yr 13) 2nd Edition This is the new 2nd 

edition. The 1st edition is ‘The Witchcraze of the 16th and 17th 

Centuries’ Alan Farmer (for later in Yr 12 and into Yr 13) 1st 

Edition 

£15-18  

 

 

£22 

 

 

£15 - 18 

 

Maths Year 12  

Pure Maths 

Statistics and Mechanics 

 

Year 13 

Pure Maths 2 

Statistics and Mechanics 2 

 

 

£20 

£10 

 

 

£20 

£10 

Philosophy 

and Ethics 

Year 13 

Oxford A Level Religious Studies for OCR - Year 2 

Oxford A Level Religious Studies for OCR Revision Guide 

 

 

£27 

£19.99 

Physical 

Education  

OCR A Level PE Book 1 

 

OCR A Level PE Book 2 

 

£25.99 

 

£25.99 

Physics AQA Physics A Level Student Book 

Jim Breithaupt Oxford 2015 

 Or.. 

New A-Level Physics for AQA: Year 1 & AS Student Book with 

Online Edition Paperback – 21 May 2015 

And.. 

New A-Level Physics for AQA: Year 2 Student Book with Online 

Edition Paperback – 9 Jul 2015  

£48.13 

 

 

 

£15.54 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Kite-Runner-Khaled-Hosseini/dp/140882485X/ref=pd_sbs_14_1?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=HFR6YAA37A45N57N10MW
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-level-Further-Mathematics-Textbook/dp/1292183330/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2/261-6444644-3681609?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1292183330&pd_rd_r=1f11d174-285d-4a59-9a4b-e9c1e88cbaee&pd_rd_w=kpTuj&pd_rd_wg=pvKRy&pf_rd_p=7a9d3b22-47b7-4932-be38-57f4219c3325&pf_rd_r=Z9A410Z2V5FDEGEY6GHM&psc=1&refRID=Z9A410Z2V5FDEGEY6GHM
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-Further-Mathematics-Statistics-Textbook/dp/1292183373/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1505467814&sr=8-1&keywords=further+statistics+1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-Further-Mathematics-Mechanics-Textbook/dp/1292183314/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1505467865&sr=8-3&keywords=further+mechanics
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-level-Further-Mathematics-Textbook/dp/1292183349/ref=pd_sbs_14_4/261-6444644-3681609?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1292183349&pd_rd_r=131248dd-8c2d-4d48-b34b-f10eb7daf872&pd_rd_w=gPfAe&pd_rd_wg=Svgsv&pf_rd_p=2b420a2f-6593-478e-8b5f-cb43865ff16f&pf_rd_r=30T25P2MVCKRFBE98CPF&psc=1&refRID=30T25P2MVCKRFBE98CPF
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-level-Further-Mathematics-Textbook/dp/1292183349/ref=pd_sbs_14_4/261-6444644-3681609?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1292183349&pd_rd_r=131248dd-8c2d-4d48-b34b-f10eb7daf872&pd_rd_w=gPfAe&pd_rd_wg=Svgsv&pf_rd_p=2b420a2f-6593-478e-8b5f-cb43865ff16f&pf_rd_r=30T25P2MVCKRFBE98CPF&psc=1&refRID=30T25P2MVCKRFBE98CPF
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=ISBN+978-0-19-836645-4&rh=n%3A266239%2Ck%3AISBN+978-0-19-836645-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/BTEC-National-Health-Social-Student/dp/1292126019/ref=asc_df_1292126019/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=310778801271&hvpos=1o1&hvnetw=g&hvrand=16582094509329905721&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1007133&hvtargid=pla-562979290259&psc=1&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/National-Health-Social-Revision-Guide/dp/1292230444/ref=asc_df_1292230444/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=311043780415&hvpos=1o2&hvnetw=g&hvrand=15825999150855001653&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1007133&hvtargid=pla-755691189792&psc=1&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/d/Books/Access-History-Democracy-Dictatorships-Germany-1919-Second/147183915X/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_14_img_0/258-1417633-9311639?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=E6ZHYCDCAV5V9DAVP29Q
https://www.amazon.co.uk/d/Books/Access-History-Democracy-Dictatorships-Germany-1919-Second/147183915X/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_14_img_0/258-1417633-9311639?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=E6ZHYCDCAV5V9DAVP29Q
https://www.amazon.co.uk/OCR-Level-History-Medieval-871-1107/dp/1471836673/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1498655323&sr=1-1&keywords=early+medieval+england+ocr
https://www.amazon.co.uk/OCR-Level-History-Medieval-871-1107/dp/1471836673/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1498655323&sr=1-1&keywords=early+medieval+england+ocr
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Access-History-Witchcraze-Centuries-Second/dp/1510459197/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=Access+to+History%3A+The+Witchcraze+of+the+16th+and+17th+Centuries&qid=1585558687&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Access-History-Witchcraze-Centuries-Second/dp/1510459197/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=Access+to+History%3A+The+Witchcraze+of+the+16th+and+17th+Centuries&qid=1585558687&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Access-History-Witchcraze-16th-Centuries/dp/1471838382/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Access+to+History%3A+The+Witchcraze+of+the+16th+and+17th+Centuries&qid=1585558687&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Access-History-Witchcraze-16th-Centuries/dp/1471838382/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Access+to+History%3A+The+Witchcraze+of+the+16th+and+17th+Centuries&qid=1585558687&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Access-History-Witchcraze-16th-Centuries/dp/1471838382/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Access+to+History%3A+The+Witchcraze+of+the+16th+and+17th+Centuries&qid=1585558687&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-level-Mathematics-Textbook-Further/dp/129218339X/ref=sr_1_12_twi_pap_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1505467048&sr=8-12&keywords=edexcel+a+level+maths
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-Mathematics-Statistics-Mechanics-Textbook/dp/1292232536/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1505469045&sr=8-2&keywords=edexcel+a+level+maths+statistics+and+mechanics
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-level-Mathematics-Textbook-Further/dp/1292183403/ref=pd_sbs_14_4/261-6444644-3681609?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1292183403&pd_rd_r=1aa46bf6-0eef-486f-a602-4a05bb87324f&pd_rd_w=Rk2Rc&pd_rd_wg=clGZs&pf_rd_p=2b420a2f-6593-478e-8b5f-cb43865ff16f&pf_rd_r=KK0VHZPKZ6XDYQCNPEBY&psc=1&refRID=KK0VHZPKZ6XDYQCNPEBY
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-Mathematics-Statistics-Mechanics-Textbook/dp/1446944077/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2/261-6444644-3681609?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1446944077&pd_rd_r=32dff96e-ada7-4528-9434-c52d3d84315d&pd_rd_w=1zyxd&pd_rd_wg=bK6oK&pf_rd_p=7a9d3b22-47b7-4932-be38-57f4219c3325&pf_rd_r=NMRVNRD04NFV5VM6MKY0&psc=1&refRID=NMRVNRD04NFV5VM6MKY0
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-Level-Religious-Studies-OCR/dp/0198375336/ref=sr_1_8?dchild=1&keywords=OCR+Religious+Studies&qid=1585558909&sr=8-8
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-Level-Religious-Studies-Revision/dp/0198423756/ref=sr_1_4?keywords=OCR+Religious+Studies&qid=1568560738&s=gateway&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.co.uk/OCR-Level-PE-Book-1/dp/1471851737/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1498638346&sr=8-1&keywords=OCR+A+Level+PE+Book+1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/d/Books/OCR-Level-PE-Book-2-John-Honeybourne/1471851745/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2/259-9040621-4289437?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=NJPEJ1VGW20T7KJWR465
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Physics-Second-Student-Breithaupt-2015-06-18/dp/B0184WSTXU/ref=sr_1_16?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1499345413&sr=1-16&keywords=AQA+Physics+Oxford
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Physics-Second-Student-Breithaupt-2015-06-18/dp/B0184WSTXU/ref=sr_1_16?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1499345413&sr=1-16&keywords=AQA+Physics+Oxford
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Level-Physics-AQA-Student/dp/1782943234/ref=pd_sim_14_1?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=TBZEDD80XE2P00RVGK8D
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Level-Physics-AQA-Student/dp/1782943234/ref=pd_sim_14_1?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=TBZEDD80XE2P00RVGK8D
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Level-Physics-AQA-Student/dp/1782943285/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_3?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=XYK8XGA6K2B8FDA7GNPJ
https://www.amazon.co.uk/New-Level-Physics-AQA-Student/dp/1782943285/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_3?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=XYK8XGA6K2B8FDA7GNPJ


 £18.40 

Politics  

 

Year 12 

UK Government and Politics 

US Government and Politics   

£26.99  

 

£27.99 

 

Psychology  AQA Psychology AS and A level texts  

Flanagan, C, Berry, D, Jarvis, M & Liddle, R 

Illuminate publishing  

Year 12 Book  

Year 13 Book 

 

 

 

£23.99 

£27.99 

Sociology  Year 12 : 

Sociology for AQA Volume 1 AS and 1st Year A level fifth 

edition Ken Browne (Polity Books) 

 

Year 13: 

Sociology for AQA Volume 2 2nd Year A level Ken Browne 

(Polity books) 

£18.20 

 

 

 

 

£18.20 

 

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/government-politics/products/16-18/uk-government-and-politics-for-as-a-level-(fifth-e?campaignid=1774643996&adgroupid=71691567480&adid=416216146553&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIx6OEqPrB6AIVDbTtCh0emgkoEAAYASAAEgJi4_D_BwE
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/government-politics/products/16-18/us-government-and-political-participation-fifth-ed
https://www.amazon.co.uk/d/Books/AQA-Psychology-Level-Year-AS-Student-Book/190868240X/ref=pd_sim_14_1?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=9XQCFYY0YJG8SGXN7DAZ
https://www.amazon.co.uk/d/Books/AQA-Psychology-Level-Year-2-Student-Book/1908682418/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1498562771&sr=8-1&keywords=a+level+psychology
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sociology-AQA-Vol-1st-Year-Level/dp/0745691307/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_14_img_0/257-0837836-3068633?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=BG12JY86TBKSZKY81PMC
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sociology-AQA-Vol-1st-Year-Level/dp/0745691307/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_14_img_0/257-0837836-3068633?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=BG12JY86TBKSZKY81PMC
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sociology-AQA-2-2nd-Year-Level-x/dp/0745696945/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_14_img_1?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=W8TWD8ZKZEXG74E4MY4F
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sociology-AQA-2-2nd-Year-Level-x/dp/0745696945/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_14_img_1?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=W8TWD8ZKZEXG74E4MY4F

