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16th July 2021 

 

 

End of Term Covid-19 Update 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

As we approach the final week of the academic year, the pandemic continues to disrupt the normal 

running of day-to-day schooling. Attendance in the building has been at half our normal capacity 

over the last week, due to a combination of isolating close contacts and some positive Covid-19 

cases. 

 

Thank you to all parents and carers who have been so proactive in alerting the school throughout 

when your child has displayed symptoms or another close family member has tested positive for 

Covid-19. This has helped us to remain fully open to all year groups. 

 

As you will be aware, the end of term for South Tyneside Schools is one week later than some of 

our regional local authorities and one week into Step 4 of the government road map. We are 

working closely with South Tyneside Local Authority Education, Health and Safety and Public 

Health as we approach that milestone. We have come to an agreement, that while community 

transmission within the borough remains exceptionally high, all Covid-19 control measures 

currently in place within our school will remain so until the end of term. This will include our 

rule about the use of face coverings whilst moving about our site, year group bubbles and 

maintaining social distancing at all times when possible. It would seem sensible to take a cautious 

approach over the coming week to protect the health and wellbeing of staff and students within our 

community.  

 

I thank you wholeheartedly for your help in supporting our current rules and I greatly appreciate 

your assistance in continuing to follow this guidance. 

 

Contract Tracing and Isolation 

 

Under the new guidance, from 19th July, schools are no longer responsible for identifying and 

contacting students who have been in close contact with someone in school who has tested positive 

for Covid-19. However, due to the infection rate being extremely high in this area, the Director of 

Public Heath for South Tyneside has asked schools within our borough to continue to undertake this 

role until the end of term. We therefore ask you to continue to report any positive cases to us 

until 23rd July, so that we can continue to undertake this duty.  

 

PTO 



I would also like to remind you that anybody who has been identified as a close contact must 

continue to isolate for the 10-day period, as this rule does not change on 19th July. 

 

However, as of 24th July, NHS Test and Trace will then take over this role, so please do not 

report any cases to the school at this point. This means that if your child is required to isolate you 

will then be contacted by either the National NHS Test and Trace team or a local team working on 

behalf of the NHS, rather than by the school. 

 

It is important to remember that your child should not attend school if they are showing Covid-19 

symptoms or if there is a positive case within the household. 

 

The most common symptoms are: 

 

• A new or continuous cough and/or 

• High temperature and/or 

• A loss of, or change in, normal sense of test or smell 

 

If your child develops any of these symptoms of COVID-19, they must remain at home for at least 

10 days from the date their symptoms first started. You would need to arrange for them to have a 

PCR test for Covid-19. 

 

To book a test, either call 119, or go to the NHS website at www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test 

 

At that time, all other household members must also stay at home, not go to work, school or public 

areas, even for exercise. When the results of the child’s test is known, further advice will be given.  

We appreciate that, within the wider community, restrictions are lifted, but the measures Schools 

are taking are intended to keep students and staff as safe as possible within this final week of the 

summer term.  

 

We anticipate further guidance from the DFE in the forthcoming days regarding returning to school 

and “in school” testing arrangements at the start of next term. We may have to stagger the return to 

school in September to facilitate the testing schedule and I will have more information to share with 

you in my end of term letter next week.  

 

Just a reminder that we have our school sports day on Thursday 22nd July. Although we have had to 

change a number of our traditional events, I am sure that the day will be a success with as many of 

our students taking part and competing for their respective houses.  

 

Thank you for your continued support throughout this year and I will contact you again towards the 

end of next week. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

J E Crowe 

Principal 

http://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test

