
KS4 2022- 2024
Supporting Your Child



Mrs V Latimer-Mills (Key Stage 4 Progress Lead)
Responsible for student progress, intervention and attainment. Also responsible 
for supporting student transition to post-16 provision eg A levels, apprenticeships 

Miss J O’Neill (Y10 Pastoral Year Lead)
Responsible for student pastoral care including attendance, punctuality and 
safeguarding

Mr Ahmed (Y10 & 11 Inclusion Support Assistant)
Responsible for student pastoral support as well as support with learning and 
progress, within and outside of the classroom.

Mr Clougher – Assistant Head linked to year 10



• Mr Moore – Careers Guidance

• Learning Support Department

• Pupil Premium and Free School meals



Tuesday 14th March Y10 Parent/Carer Evening

W/c24th April & w/c 1st May Y10 Mock Exams

Friday 24th March Humanutopia

W/c 26th June Y10 reports issued



The Curriculum
• Curriculum Overviews for each subject can be found here:

Curriculum Overview | Whitburn Church of England Academy (whitburncofeacademy.org)

https://www.whitburncofeacademy.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/Exam-Boards-and-
Revision-Guides.pdf

Core plus 3 options

https://www.whitburncofeacademy.org/school-life/curriculum/curriculum-overview.html
https://www.whitburncofeacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Exam-Boards-and-Revision-Guides.pdf


The Curriculum – Subject Overviews



The Curriculum – Y10 Termly Summaries
Topic: Yr 10 Relationships and families.

Knowledge and skills Students will consider a range of religious and non-
religious attitudes towards issues such as the nature 
and purpose of family, marriage and divorce.

Assessment Relationships and Families GCSE Key Assessment.

Stretch and challenge What types of family are there in the UK? - Family 
life - GCSE Religious Studies Revision - BBC Bitesize

What it means to be human - Human sexuality and 
relationships - GCSE Religious Studies Revision - BBC 
Bitesize

Marriage - Marriage and divorce - GCSE Religious 
Studies Revision - BBC Bitesize

Reading knowledge organiser, making a mind map, 
then being tested on knowledge gained with a 
friend/family member.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z7d7sbk/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z2w2fg8/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zmjmyrd/revision/1


Child Development, Sports Studies and 
Creative Media vocational courses are 
assessed as 

Technical Award GCSE Grades
L2 Distinction* 8-9     (A*)
L2 Distinction 7        (A)
L2 Merit 5-6     (B / C)
L2 Pass 4        (C )
L1 Distinction 3        (D / E)
L1 Merit 2-3     (E / F)
L1 Pass 1-2     (F / G)



Subject Assessment through 
Examination (%)

Assessment through  
Non –examined work (%)

Art 0 100 (40% externally set)

Business Studies 100 0
Child Development 40 60
Computer Science 100 0
Creative Media 40 60
English Language 100 0
English Literature 100 0
Food Preparation and Nutrition 50 50
French 100 0
Geography 100 0
Graphic Design 0 100
History 100 0
ICT 40 60
Mandarin Chinese 100 0
Mathematics 100 0
Media Studies 70 30
PE 60 40
RE 100 0
Science – Combined or Separate 100 0
Sport Studies 40 60
Sociology 100 0



Final grades depend upon your child’s ranking

This mock 
paper scored 
48 out of 100.

If all other 
students in the 
country get 47 
or less this is a 
level 9.

If all other 
students in the 
country get 49 
or above this is 
a U grade

Treat target / 
current grades 
with caution



2             3                4                 5                 6              7       

4.7% of all grades were a 
level 9 in 2019
In 2021 7.7% of grades 
were Level 9
In 2022, 6.8% were grade 9

52% of all grades were a level 5 or above in 2019
In 2021 62.8% of grades were Level 5 or above 
and it was 60.3% in 2022

Exam Boards talking steps to reduce grade 
‘inflation’





1. The importance of achieving a level 4 or above in order 
to progress to many future pathways.

2. Students will be required to resit English and maths in 
their subsequent place of study or employment, if level 4 
is not achieved.



• Created by Fisher Family Trust, a national benchmark 
software, which creates ‘chances’ estimates based on 
‘chances table’ using the students prior attainment at KS2

• It is the ‘most likely’ attainment of similar students 
nationally

• These grades are fixed for the 2-year period of study



More exams

What does this mean ?
• More reliance on memory
• Greater knowledge recall required
• More exam papers to be sat and prepared for





Study!



Most effective study – Overcome forgetting 
with spaced repetition



Procrastination is the 
enemy of progress

Get them 
started!



Ineffective 
Study



Effective 
Study



Split Attention Effect

The working memory can hold around 4 – 7 pieces of information at a time. Successful 
study requires silence and no distractions.

Music may relax students but it will divert attention and reduce the effectiveness of 
studying



Effective 
Study- Active



Using Pictures and Organising notes with visual cues means you 
have 2 ways to remember. 2 ways in 2 ways out.





How to access Mathswatch from home

Step 1:
Log into (details on page 161 of the 
pupil planner) 
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/

Step 2:
Type in your child’s username 
and password and click login.
(details on page 161 of the 
pupil planner)

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/


The purpose of study is to embed in students’ long term 
memory the knowledge and techniques / skills that they will 
need to reproduce in their exams.

This can only be done through repeated, purposeful practise

You can support this through by ensuring that your child’s 
study is: Organised, Purposeful and Active



• Get them into a regular study/homework routine

• Ensure they have a quiet place to study with minimal distractions

• As they begin revision for topic tests or Y10 exams, make sure their 
revision is goal orientated (this topic, 3 mind maps, that page in the 
revision guide, etc)

• Make sure revision includes practising the skills / techniques of 
answering GCSE level questions

• Get actively involved / ask what they are doing /ask what they have 
learned at school/ test them on their work 

• Encourage their involvement in extra-curricular activities

including physical activity 

• Encourage good sleep patterns and diet







MondaysLunchtime

12.30-12.55

Dodgeball with Mr Smith in the Sports Hall

Basketball with Mr Mackey in the Sports Hall

Fitness Room Session with Mr Furness in the Fitness Room

Reading and Library Activities with Mr Gardener - Library

Choir with Mrs Cresswell in Room 1 – 12.55-1.20

After School

Girls Football with Mr Smith in the Sports Hall

Girls Rugby with the Sport Coaches on the field/AWP

Reading and Library Activities with Mr Gardner in the Library

KS4/5 Programming Club – Mr Mulford – Room 20 3.20-4.20



TuesdayLunchtime

12.30-12.55

Girls Indoor Football with Miss Walker in the Sports Hall

Fitness Room Session with Mr Smith in the Fitness Room

Reading and Library Activities with Mr Gardener - Library

Addams Family Rehearsals – Septimus Hall – 12.30  with Ms Wilson, Mrs Carman and Miss Callan

After School

Basketball with Mr Mackey in the Sports Hall

Badminton with Miss Walker

Reading and Library Activities with Mr Gardner in the Library

Addams Family Rehearsals – Septimus Hall – 3.30-4.20 with Ms Wilson, Mrs Carman and Miss Callan

‘Not on the Radio Club’ with Mr Liddle – Room 25  - 3.20

Science Seneca Club with Mr Hendry – Room 3       3.20-4.00



WednesdayLunchtime

12.30-12.55

Boys Indoor Football with Mr Leggett in the Sports Hall

Fitness Room Session with Miss Dickman in the Fitness Room

Reading and Library Activities with Mr Gardener - Library

After School

Boys Rugby with the Sport Coach on the field

Reading and Library Activities with Mr Gardner in the Library

Addams Family Music Rehearsals – 3.20-4.20 – Room 1

Sci-Fi Club with Mr Coyne – Room 11 - 3.20-4.20

Environmental Club with Mrs Carr and Mrs Thomas – Room 15 3.20-4.20

Bronze Art Award Club – Week 1 Wednesday with Mrs Craig

Art Club with Mrs Dembry and Mrs Sarginson – Rooms 24 and 28

World Games and Competitions Club – Geography Staff – Room 23

Y10/11 Netball with Miss Walker and Miss Dickman – Sports Hall

Newspaper Club – Miss Garside  - Library



ThursdayLunchtime

12.30-12.55

Trampolining with Miss Nelson in the Sports Hall

Dance with Miss Dickman in the Sports Hall

Fitness Room Session with Mr Leggett in the Fitness Room

Choir with Mrs Cresswell in Room 1 – 12.55-1.20

Reading and Library Activities with Mr Gardner in the Library

After School

Reading and Library Activities with Mr Gardner in the Library

Warhammer Club with Mrs Craig – Room 3

Student Voice/Action Club – Room 6 – Mrs Lowthian

Film Club – Room 18 – Mr Thompson

UK Maths Challenge Practice and problem solving – Mrs Geary – Room 33

Orchestra Rehearsal – 3.20-4.20 – Room 2

Year 10 ICT Club – Mrs Thompson  - Room 34



FridayLunchtime

12.30-12.55

Table Tennis and Badminton with Mr Smith in the Sports Hall

Fitness Room Session with Miss Walker in the Fitness Room

Board Games and Chess Club with Mr Lloyd – Room 48

Reading and Library Activities with Mr Gardner in the Library

Drama Club with Ms Wilson, Miss Callan and Mrs Carman – Septimus -12.50-1.20

Addams Family Music Rehearsals – 12.55-1.20 – Room 1

After School

Running Club with Mrs Dembele – meet in the PE dept

Reading and Library Activities with Mr Gardner in the Library

Climbing in the Sports Hall with Mr Mackey and Mr Leggett

Trampolining with Miss Dickman and Miss Nelson in the Sport Hall



• High expectations in terms of attitudes to learning and study both in 
and outside of the classroom

• An increased amount of homework to complete and more self-study 
expected

• A number of opportunities for students to take on responsibilities 
such as being a Prefect, Principal Student or House Captain

• Work experience

• Extra-curricular opportunities and trips



Attendance Number of school 
days absent in a year

Number of 
Weeks

100 0 0

96 7 1.4

95 9 1.8

90 19 3.8

85 29 5.8

80 38 7.6

70 57 11.4



• Quality First Teaching- high quality, differentiated, inclusive teaching

• Additional Study Support and Master classes after school, beginning 
after Y10 exams, and onwards in to Y11

• Careers opportunities including careers appointments with Mr Moore 
(school Careers’ Advisor) a University Visit Day and Work Experience

• High quality pastoral & academic care-please contact Miss O’Neill 
(pastoral) and Mrs Latimer-Mills (academic) if you would like to 
discuss specific matters regarding your child.




