
Year 11 2025 -2026
Supporting Your Child:

• Key information

• Ways to support study

• What to expect



• Careers Fayre in School  - Wednesday September 24th

• 15th Oct Alternative Curriculum Day. All Y11 students get a one to one 
       careers / aspirations interview 
• Year 11 Reports issued 8th December
• 7th – 9th Jan – MFL Speaking Mocks 
• 12th – 23rd Jan Y11 Mocks
• w/b 2nd February –Mock results returned 
• Sixth Form Open Evening – Thursday 5thFebruary 
• Tuesday 17th Feb - Y11 Parent/Carer Evening
• w/b 9th and 16th February GCSE Food Technology Exams
• 26th - 27th March GCSE Art Exams
• w/c 31st March - GCSE PE Moderation or w/c 21st April - GCSE PE Moderation
• 21st –23rd April GCSE MFL (Speaking) exams. 
• 8th May – Friday 19th June – External Exam Series (24th June Contingency date)
• Monday 22nd  – 24th June - 6th Form taster week

Key Dates



There will be 
a Year 11 
Maths 
assessment 
(pre mock) 
on Thursday 
20th 
November



NEA (Coursework/Practical) Deadlines
OCR Sport Studies (60%)
• R185 – Performance and Leadership in Sports Activities - Due in 14/11/25
• R187 - Outdoor and Adventurous Activities Unit - Due in 01/05/26
• 40% Exam left to do 8th May 2026 AM

GCSE PE (40%)
• Written Coursework - Due in 19/12/25
• NEA practical evidence (footage) - Due in 20/03/26

OCR Child Development (60%)
• NEA (R058) completed for submission 02/04/26
• 40% Exam (R057) left to do 19th May 2026 PM

Food Preparation and Nutrition (50%)
• NEA 1 - Due in Friday 21/11/25
• NEA 2 – Practical exams w/b 09/02/26 and 16/02/26 - Due in Thursday 2nd April



NEA (Coursework/Practical) Deadlines
BTEC Creative Media 

• Component 2 – Started October and fully completed by 15/12/2025

Low control 10h controlled project – internally marked and moderated externally. This is completed in class though some 
photography will need to be completed outside of school. 

• Component 3 - completed during Jan 26 – March 26 - fully completed by 02/04/2026

Examination conditions 10h controlled project – marked externally – brief/ topic is released in January.



Art & Graphics 
KEY DATES :

GCSE Music 

KEY DATES :

Composition 1 – July 2025

Recorded Ensemble Performance – 
24th October 2025 

Composition 2 – 19th December 
2025

Solo ensemble performance – 
March 2026

Coursework Deadline – 5th January 2026

Exam Paper Issued 5th January 2026

• Research Sheet – end of January 2026

• Artist Sheet – end of February 2026

• Design Sheet – end of 20th March 2026

• Exam – 26th and 27th March 2026



Mocks – 12th - 23rd January



Special Consideration 

Special consideration is given to a candidate who has temporarily experienced 
illness, injury or some other event outside of their control at the time of the 
assessment. It is applied when the issue or event has had, or is reasonably likely to have had, a material 

effect on a candidate’s ability to take an assessment or demonstrate his or her normal level of attainment in 
an assessment. 

• temporary illness or accident/injury at the time of the assessment 

• bereavement at the time of the assessment 

• domestic crisis arising at the time of the assessment



The end point……the start of the next chapter

Thursday, August 20, 2026

8am - 11am  Septimus Hall
11am – 3pm Main Office

Please note examination results cannot be sent 
to email addresses or shared over the phone.

Examination results collected by another 
person must be accompanied by a signed letter 
from the student , and the person collecting the 
results must bring photographic identification e.g. 
passport or driving licence, to confirm 
their own identity for verification purposes.



Post Results Day Services – 24th September



Summer 
Exams

24th June 
Contingency



Open Evening.
Thursday 5th February 2026

• Do you have a child in Year 11?
Friends with Year 11 children?

• Please encourage them to come 
along and visit us on Thursday 5th  
February 6-7.30pm
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Students Results Destination

Chloe A*A*A* Gap Year and Reapply

Ellie A*A*A*A* AI & Computer Science, Edinburgh

Anna A*A*A a* Biomed, Newcastle

Jack A*A*A Finance, Newcastle

Emmy A*A*A Medicine, Sunderland

Imogen A*A*A b Pharmacy, Newcastle

Vincent A*A*A Computer, Science, Durham

John A*AA Medicine, Leicester

Lara A*AB Law, Newcastle

Laura AAA Medicine, Newcastle

Anya A*AB Maths and Statistics, Leeds

Will A*AB Computer Sci &Electronic Engineering, L'pool

Adam AAB Combined Hons: Chinese & Japanese, Leeds

Katie AAB Psychology, Newcastle

Issy AAB Degree Apprenticeship, IBM

Grace A*AC b Law, York

Beth AB Dist* b Psychology, Newcastle

Euan ABB Finance, Newcastle

Sam ABB Economics, Newcastle

Lucy ABB Gap Year and Reapply

Sophia ABB Sport & Exercise Science, Newcastle

Finlay ABB Economics, York St John

Grace BB Dist* Childrens' Nursing, Sunderland

I was really surprised, they were very unexpected 
results!

https://www.sunderlandecho.com/education/i-was-really-surprised-they-were-very-unexpected-results-5271437
https://www.sunderlandecho.com/education/i-was-really-surprised-they-were-very-unexpected-results-5271437
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2025 – 92%
2024 – 90.7% (Y12 93% / Y13 85%)
2023 – 71.3% (Y12 87% / Y13 57%)
2022 – 80% (Y12 83% / Y13 74%)
2021 – 89%
2020 – 86%
2019 – 84%

2025 – 100%
2024 – 98.5% (Y12 99% / Y13 98%)
2023 – 91.3% (Y12 95% / Y13 88%)

2022 – 90% (Y12 93% / Y13 84%)
2021 – 94%
2020 – 97%
2019 – 98%

2025 – 87%
2024 – 95.4% (Y12 98% / Y13 90%)
2023 – 76.3% (Y12 82% / Y13 71%)

2022 – 73% (Y12 81% / Y13 71%)
2021 – 89%
2020 – 89%
2019 – 85%
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“I liked the more relaxed 
atmosphere compared to 

the lower school”

“Community feel, 
friendly, treated like 

adults”

Provided lots of great opportunities 
for me whilst at sixth form such as 

university trips and opportunities to 
hear from insightful world speakers 

“I enjoy enrichment on Wednesday 
because it gives us the opportunity 
to do something different and gives 

me a break”

“coffee machine is the goat” 

“Emphasis on finding the right 
balance between work and  

personal life helped me adjust” 

“The teachers have been really 
supportive and everyone is 

lovely” 

“There has been a lot of support 
with choosing university options 

and degree apprenticeships 
available” 

“Great staff, great community, 
great banter, lots of fun and very 
educational. Character building”. 

I think the emotional support at 
sixth form has been great during 
very stressful times! Also making 

some great friends and feeling like 
a very close knit community and 
that we all support each other! 

“Teachers go the extra mile 
and are very committed.” 

“The teachers are mint.”

“staff genuinely want to see students 
reach their potential ”



Applicants must achieve at least eight GCSE grades at 

9-1 or Level 2 Technical Award at distinction or merit. 

Applicants must achieve at least five GCSE passes at 

grades 9-5 or Level 2 Technical Award at distinction 

or merit, including English and Mathematics, and at 

least a grade 5 in each subject to be taken at A Level 

(see detailed course entry requirements listed in the 

Sixth Form prospectus as some subjects differ from 

this due to the level of academic demand they 

require).

Students who do not achieve Level 4 in English 

and/or Maths may be offered a place if they meet 

the requirements to study other courses, but they 

would have to re-take English and/or Maths GCSE. 

With English being a requirement for almost all of 

our courses, a student who does not achieve a 4 in 

English is highly unlikely to gain a place in Sixth 

Form. 

In the event of oversubscription in individual 

subjects, or to the year group, GCSE average point 

score will be considered. Those who applied by the 

deadline and met the criteria above and who 

achieve the highest Average Point Scores for GCSE 

will be given priority when filling classes. We advise 

against students only focusing on those GCSE 

subjects they wish to progress to A Level as 

neglecting some GCSE subjects will negatively 

impact Average Point Score. 

The Academy has a Sixth Form capacity of 240 

students. The maximum number of Year 12 students 

admitted for any given year is determined by the 

number of Year 13 students in that academic year. 
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Grade distribution 2019 - 2023

MFL - Reinstated the specific 
requirement that existed in 
previous years for the 
assessments to use vocabulary 
that is not on the vocabulary 
lists

Students must memorise 
formulae for GCSE 
mathematics and equations 
for GCSE physics and 
combined science. There will 
be no formula sheet.



Final grades depend upon your child’s ranking
This depends on how well they have ƭŜŀǊƴǘΧ

This mock 
paper scored 
48 out of 100.

If all other 
students in the 
country get 47 
or less this is a 

level 9.

If all other 
students in the 
country get 49 
or above this is 

a U grade

Treat current 
grades with 

caution



How Learning 
Happens



In lessons Students not paying 
attention won’t 
learn

Students not actively 
thinking about the 
content won’t learn

Students not 
engaging in tasks 
won’t learn

Ask them what they learnt
Expect them to focus for the whole lesson, 
every lesson



5 hours of 
learning in school 

is not enough
Students should be doing 1 hour per night 

additional study. From Now



Study not ‘Revision’

What students should be 
doing at home as well as 

homework



Why we need to study



How you can support your child’s study

The purpose of study is to embed in students’ Long Term 
Memory the knowledge and techniques / skills that they will 
need to reproduce in their exams.

This can only be done through 

repeated, purposeful practise

Parents / Carers can support by ensuring 

that their study is:

Organised, Purposeful and Active



What does effective 
study look like?

10 Top Tips



Procrastination is 
the enemy of 

progress

Talk with them about 
setting up their study 
timetable. Low stakes

1. Getting Going



Split Attention Effect

The working memory can hold around 4 – 7 
pieces of information at a time. Successful 
study requires silence and no distractions.

Music may relax students, but it will divert 
attention. Phones will definitely divert 
attention!

Talk with them about 
where they will study. 
Agree on phone use

2. The right 
environment



3. The right 
materials



4. The phone compromise…



5. Agree a timetable 1 hour per day 
on top of 
normal 

homework. 
From Now.



6. Monitor 
what they 
are doing



7. Making flashcards and 
then testing



8. Making visual organisers. 



9.Practice Questions 



10.Mixing it up. 



Practical Suggestions for parents / carers

• Get them to start NOW. Make a timetable.

• Get the right environment

• Make sure their revision is goal orientated (this topic, 3 mind maps, that 
page in the revision guide, 10 flash cards etc). Build into the timetable.

• Make sure it includes practising the skills / techniques of answering GCSE 
level questions

• Take phones / devices off them unless they are used for active revision

• Get actively involved / ask what they are doing / test them on their work / 
time their practice questions

• Reinforce the idea that study is never ‘done’



Beware…

•Quick fixes e.g. pre printed flash cards / revision notes 
from previous years

• Tik Tok / You Tube Tutorials 

and revision hacks

• Tutor induced laziness



How we support our students 

• In lessons, ‘Quality First teaching’ – complete curriculum by Easter

• Lunchtime sessions

• Targeted after school sessions – 'Passport to the Prom'

• Homework Club in the Library

• Collapsed Registration groups – this will commence straight after the mocks

• Teams Revision folders

• Alternative Curriculum Days – October 15th and March 19th 

• Pastoral Support

• Silent Study

• 'Maths for Breakfast' : Tuesday to Fridays from 8.15am. (This is exclusively for Y11)



• Attendance above 90% until the beginning of official Study Leave during the 
final GCSE examination period (extenuating circumstances will be taken in to 
account by Pastoral Lead/SMT)

• Punctuality- no more than 4 lates in any term of Y11 (extenuating circumstances 
will be taken in to account by Pastoral Lead/SMT)

• At least 90% Attendance and good behaviour and engagement at allocated 
study support

• Behaviour- we have always made a judgement about attendance at Prom based 
on continued good behaviour in school. Students who build up lots of negative 
points or are involved in a significant behaviour incident will be at risk of not 
being allowed to attend Prom.

• Evidence of contribution to school life (completion of prefect duty, attendance 
at extra- curricular activities, involvement in a school charity event)

Passport to The Prom



How to create a revision timetable 4

When should I revise? 5

Revision timetables Week 1 - 3 6

How to create and use flashcards 9

Self Quizzing 11

Mind maps 13

Brain dumps 15

Interleaving and dual coding 17

Spacing and retrieval practice 19

9 ways to use retrieval when revising 20

Useful revision strategies 21

9 ways to beat revision stress 22

Notes 23

Preparing for Mocks



Revision 
Team

Revision Guides



GCSE SPANISH (AQA)
New for 2025 ! Students now have access to The Language Gym (online) to support them 

with their homework and revision

Students also have access to the Kerboodle online platform, where they can access past papers, listening, reading & writing 
resources to help them to practise!



GCSE CHINESE (AQA)
New for 2025 ! Students now have access to The Language Gym (online) to support them 

with their homework and revision







Top tips

• Start Early!
• Talk to them about revision but avoid ‘high stakes’ conversations
• Challenge negative self talk: ‘Ill never be able to do this’  – use the 

power of ‘yet’ 
• Make sure they get fresh air and exercise
• Agree the schedule – make it a routine
• Praise effort – ‘I know you have worked hard’
• Don’t replay exams

• Please contact if you have any concerns
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