
KS4 2025- 2027
Supporting Your Child



Y10 Key Staff linked to Year 10
Mrs V Latimer-Mills (Key Stage 4 Progress Lead)
Responsible for student progress, intervention and attainment. Also responsible 
for supporting student transition to post-16 provision eg A levels, apprenticeships 

Mrs L Fielding (Y10 Pastoral Year Lead)
Responsible for student pastoral care including attendance, punctuality and 
safeguarding

Miss Devine (Y10 Inclusion Support Assistant)
Responsible for student pastoral support as well as support with learning and 
progress, within and outside of the classroom.



Additional Support for Year 10

ÅMr Moore ς Careers Guidance

ÅSEND department ς termly reviews

ÅForm Tutors

ÅSubject staff



w/c 20th October  Y10 reports issued
Thursday 19th March Humanutopia
March Prefect Applications open
11th - 13th May        DoE expeditions
w/c 18th May Work Experience Week
3rd- 5th June    DoE expeditions
16th June - 25th June  Y10 Mock Exams (MFL 

    speaking on 17th and 18th) 
Monday 29th June  Y10 Parent/Carer Evening
3rd  July    Democracy Day

Y10 Key Dates



The Curriculum
ÅCurriculum Overviews for each subject can be found here:

Subject Information | Whitburn Church of England Academy 

Core plus 3 options

https://www.whitburncofeacademy.org/school-life/curriculum/subject-information/


The Curriculum ς Subject Overviews



The Grading System 
Child Development, Sports Studies and 
Creative Media vocational courses are 
assessed as 

Technical Award GCSE Grades
L2 Distinction* 8- 9     (A*)
L2 Distinction 7        (A)
L2 Merit 5- 6     (B / C)
L2 Pass 4        (C )
L1 Distinction 3        (D / E)
L1 Merit 2- 3     (E / F)
L1 Pass 1- 2     (F / G)



KS4- how is it assessed?
Creative Media:Component 1 
(Exploring Media Products) is 
completed from January and the 
deadline is March 27th 2026. Marks 
will be given back after Easter. It 
represents 30% of the overall 
grade.

Sports Studies ς Performance and 
Leadership in Sports 
Activities R185ςto complete by 
November  2026. It represents 40% 
of the overall grade.

Child Development ς They will 
submit module RO58 Create a safe 
environment and understand the 
nutritional needs of children from 
birth to five yearsbyApril 2nd 
2026. It represents 30% of the 
overall grade.



GCSE Art Deadlines

GCSE Music Deadlines
Composition 1 ς completed by 17th 
July 2026
Composition 2 ς completed by 
Christmas Y11 
Solo performing ς March Year 11
Ensemble Performing ς October 
Year 11



Revision Guides ς these will be onParent Pay next half term *2024 Prices below



Mocks ς 16th to 25th June

These are done in strict JCQ conditions to get them ready for Year 11 exams



KS4.......



Cƛƴŀƭ D/{9 ƎǊŀŘŜǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
national ranking

If all other 
students in 
the country 
get 47 or 
less this is a 
level 9.

If all other 
students in 
the country 
get 49 or 
above this is a 
Ungraded



Treat target / 
current / mock 
grades with 
caution

Part of the 
process, not the 
end



1. The importance of achieving a level 4 or above in order 
to progress to many future pathways.

2. Students will be required to resit English and maths in 
their subsequent place of study or employment, if level 4 
is not achieved.

3. Average Points Scores are important .. they need to 
aim to do their best across all subjects

GCSE English and Maths



Student targets
Å Created by Fisher Family Trust, national benchmarking 
ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ΨŎƘŀƴŎŜǎΩ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ 
previous cohorts of students and the correlation between 
their KS2 scores and GCSE scores

Å¢ŀǊƎŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŜǾŜǊ ŀ ΨƎǳƛŘŜΩΦ /ƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōǳǘ 
Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ Ŏŀƴ ΨŎŀǇΩ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ

Å Should be seen as 'most likely grade'



GCSE courses
More exams

What does this mean ?
Å More reliance on memory eg Maths formulae / 

Physics equations
Å Greater knowledge recall required eg. MFL 

Vocabulary
Å More exam papers to be sat and prepared for



Between now and May 
2027



How learning happens



In lessons Students not paying 
ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
learn

Students not actively 
thinking about the 
ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ

Students not 
engaging in tasks 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ

Ask them what they learnt
Expect them to focus for the whole lesson, every lesson



Most effective study ς Overcome forgetting 
with spaced repetition



The purpose of study is to ŜƳōŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ long term 
memory the knowledge and techniques / skills that they will 
need to reproduce in their exams.

This can only be done through repeated, purposeful practise

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ōȅ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
study is: Organised, Purposeful and Active

Iƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ



Ψaȅ ŜȄŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƎŜǎ ŀǿŀȅΧΧΩ

Å5 terms left

ÅNEAs have started already

ÅGood habits take a long time to build

ΨLΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ faiI ŀƴȅǿŀȅΩΦ     ΨL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǎƛȄǘƘ ŦƻǊƳ κ 
ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΧΩ

ÅChallenge defeatism / negative self talk

ÅGCSEs are a passport ς open doors and choices not close them

Å²ƻǊƪ ƘŀǊŘΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘΣ LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ



Procrastination is the 
enemy of progress

Talk with them about 
setting up their study 
timetable. Low stakes

1. Getting Going

Habits and Routines ς ƳŀƪŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ ΨƴƻǊƳΩ



Split Attention Effect

The working memory can hold around 4 ς 7 
pieces of information at a time. Successful 
study requires silence and no distractions.

Music may relax students but it will divert 
attention. Phones will definitely divert 
attention!

Talk with them about 
where they will study. 
Agree on phone use

2. The right 
environment



оΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΧ



4. The right 
materials

Effective 
Study



5. Monitor 
what they 
are doing



6. Making flashcards and 
then testing



7. Making visual organisers. 

Using Pictures and Organising notes with visual cues means you have 2 ways 
to remember. 2 ways in 2 ways out.



8.Practice Questions 

We put links to past 
papers and mark 
schemes on the Y10 
revision team



9. On-line Learning Resources





Revision Team 
for mocks

We will email you when this is 
ready and set up for their mocks.



1 2

3
4

Set every Thursday



Helps writing 
skills

Improves 
your memory 

and focus

Expands 
knowledge

Develops 
vocabulary

Lowers stress
Creates a 
sense of 

imagination

10. Reading for Pleasure



ÅGet them into a regular study/homework routine

ÅEnsure they have a quiet place to study with minimal distractions

ÅAs they begin revision for topic tests or Y10 exams, make sure their 
revision is goal orientated (this topic, 3 mind maps, that page in the 
revision guide, etc)

ÅMake sure revision includes practising the skills / techniques of 
answering GCSE level questions

ÅGet actively involved / ask what they are doing /ask what they have 
learned at school/ test them on their work 

ÅEncourage their involvement in extra-curricular activities

including physical activity 

ÅEncourage good sleep patterns and diet

Practical tips for parents/carers



Clubs for KS4.. Autumn Term 2025



Library Hours ς Every Day 

Lunchtime 12.40 ς 1.20

Home Learning support, Study and reading ς Library (sign up)

Monday After School 3.30 ς 4.10

Home Learning support, Study and reading ς Library (sign up)

Before School ς 08.15 ς 08.45 in Food for Thought



MondayMonday Lunchtime

12.40 ς 1.05

Basketball ς Mr Mackey ς Sports Hall

Trampolining ς Miss Nelson ς Septimus/ Sports Hall

1.05 - 1.30

Choir ς Miss Cresswell and Miss Parkes - Room 2

Monday After School

Girls Football - Mr Furniss - Sports Hall/ AWP

Trampolining (Competition invite) - Miss Nelson ς Septimus/ Sports Hall



TuesdayTuesday Lunchtime

12.40 ς 1.05

Badminton, Table Tennis and Pickleball ς Mrs Rush in the Sports Hall

Fitness Room Session ς Mr Furniss in the Fitness Room

Dance ς Septimus Hall ς Sophie and Ava

Maths Skills Club (all lunchtime) ς Maths staffς Room 32

1.05 - 1.30

Chamber Choir ς Miss Cresswell and Miss Parkes - Room 1 (Invite only)

Tuesday After School After School

Environment club  - Mrs Carr and Mrs Bull - Room 9 / Outside

School Production / Drama - Mrs Carman, Miss Wilson - Septimus Hall 

Vex Robotics Club  - Mr Coyne ς Room 18

Public Speaking and Debate Club ς Mr Crawford - S10 (Y11,12 and 13)



WednesdayWednesday Lunchtime

12.40 ς 1.05

Climbing ς Mr Leggett in the Sports Hall

Fitness Room Session ς Miss Walker in the Fitness Room

Maths Skills Club (all lunchtime) ς Maths staffς Room 32

World Games Club ς Mr Unsworth ς Room 22

1.05 - 1.30

School Production / Drama ς Miss Cresswell and Miss Parkes ς Septimus Hall 

ΨGodbodsΩ .ƛōƭŜ /ƭǳō - All lunchtime ς Miss Rogers and Mr Woodland ς S3 

Wednesday After School

Netball ςY9, Y10 & Y11 ς Mrs Rush in the Sports Hall

Computing Club  ςMr Huntley - Room 35 - 3.30-4.30 

Art Club ς- Mrs Sarginson / Mrs Dembry ς Room 24 ς 3.30 - 4-20 (sign up)

Orchestra ς  Miss Cresswell, Miss Parkes and Mr Sheard - Room 2



Thursday Lunchtime

12.40 ς 1.05

Badminton, Pickleball and Table Tennis ς Sports Hall ς Mr Furniss

Fitness Room Session ς Mr Leggett ς Fitness Room

Maths Skills Club (all lunchtime) ς Maths staffς Room 32

Chess and Board Games Club ς Mr Lancaster ς Room 48 (12.45-1.20)

Logic Games for Girls ς Mrs Thompson  ς Room 34 (12.40 -1.05)

1.05 - 1.30

Choir ς Miss Cresswell and Miss Parkes ς Room 2

Rugby ς Mr Leggett ς Field

KS3/4 French Club ς Mrs Ball ς Room 43 (Week 2)

Warhammer Club ς Mr Thompson and Mr Huntley ς Room 18

Thursday



FridayFriday Lunchtime

12.40 ς 1.05

Skittles Club ς Mr Spour - Room 38 (all lunchtime)

1.05 - 1.30

School Production / Drama ς Mrs Carman ς Septimus Hall 






