
Year 7
How to support your child 

in Year 7



Key Staff linked to Year 7

Miss Elleithy (Y7 Pastoral Year Lead)
Responsible for student pastoral care including attendance, punctuality and 
safeguarding

Miss Spawls (Y7 Inclusion Support Assistant)
Responsible for student pastoral support as well as support with learning 
and progress, within and outside of the classroom.

Mrs Henderson (Transition Lead) and Mrs Owen (KS3 
Progress Lead)
Responsible for student progress, intervention and attainment. 



Additional Support for Year 7

ÅSEND staff  – termly reviews are held

ÅForm Tutors

ÅSubject staff



Year 7 Key Dates
Å Monday 6th October 2025 – Year 7 Student Consultation Evening

Å October 15th 2025 – Alternative Curriculum Day

Å March 19th 2026 – Alternative Curriculum Day

Å w/c May 11th 2026 - Year 7 Reports issued

Å 15th - 17th May 2026 – Ford Castle 

Å Friday 3rd July 2026 -  Flamingoland Trip

Å Last week of term – Sports Day





Our 
Behaviour 
Curriculum



‘Building Learners’

EYFS KS2KS1 KS5 
apprenticeship

KS3 KS4 HE 
Degree 

apprenticeship
Career



Taught Learnt



Learning is a change in the Long Term 
Memory

Can recall things fluently after a 
period of time

Can do things with 

automaticity



How learning happens



In lessons

Ask them what they learnt
Expect them to focus for the whole lesson, every lesson
Monitor their homework completion

Students not paying 
ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ

Students not actively 
thinking about the 
ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ

Students not engaging 
ƛƴ ǘŀǎƪǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ

Students not doing 
consolidation 
homework won't learn







Knowledge 
Compounds

The more you know, 
the more you can 

know



If a child is never read to, they will have heard 
approximately 4,662 words by the age of 5.

If a child is read to 1-2 times per week, they will have 
heard approximately 63,570 words by the age of 5.

If a child is read to 3-4 times per week, they will have 
heard approximately 169,525 words by the age of 5.

If a child is read to daily, they will have heard 
approximately 296,660 words by the age of 5.



Please encourage your child to 
do 20 minutes ‘Reading for 
Pleasure’ at home each day per 
day. 



Helps writing 
skills

Improves 
your memory 

and focus

Expands 
knowledge

Develops 
vocabulary

Lowers stress
Creates a 
sense of 

imagination

Why read regularly?



Students will be 
exposed to over 
300,000 new 
words in KS3

To understand a 
piece of text, 
readers need to 
have an accurate 
understanding of 
the meaning of at 
least 95% of the 
words

Reading is non negotiable
 Insist on it



DAT/CS



Learning at Whitburn

ÅA few non-negotiable routines:
ÅLine up and enter ready to work
ÅΨ5ƻ ƴƻǿΩ ǘŀǎƪ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘŀǿŀȅ
Å3-2-1 narrated countdown
ÅExit by teacher

ÅSame class, different teachers

ÅLots of new vocabulary ς explicitly taught

ÅExpectation to be organised 

ÅWork collaboratively

ÅVariety of tasks and styles

ÅPraise / reward / sanctions



Top Tips for supporting your child

ÅReinforce positive messages about school

ÅBe realistic ς they are not going to be great at everything

ÅPraise effort and determination

ÅValue hard work ς Ψƴƻ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŎǳǘǎΩ

ÅTalk with them about their learning

ÅUse any set backs as motivation

ÅRoutines around home learning

ÅSupport their organisation: equipment, planner, uniform 



Assessment at KS3 – what do the letters mean?
Measure Descriptor

Learning is very 
secure (V)
75% 

Able to recall the great majorityof content / concepts / skills with fluidity.  Able to 
apply and articulate knowledge / understanding and skills in new contexts is strong. 
Able to make links with other areas of the curriculum

Learning is secure
(S)
55%

Able to recall most content / concepts with a degree of fluidity. Able to apply and 
articulate knowledge / understanding and skills in some contexts. Shows evidence 
of links to prior learning

Learning is mostly 
secure (M)
30% 

Able to recall somecontent / concepts. Sometimes able to apply and articulate 
knowledge / understanding and skills to a different context. 

Learning is 
developing (D)
<30% 

Recalls a limited range of content / concepts with support. Developing the ability to 
apply knowledge / understanding and skills in different contexts



What does assessment look like?

Formative Assessment
ÅQuizzes 

ÅMulti-choice questions use of Mini Whiteboards

ÅReading or observing student work (either during or after a 
lesson) 

Å[ƛǾŜ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ όƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ƛǘύ 

ÅBreaking a complex task down into several smaller parts and 
assessing one part at a time. 

ÅSpelling and vocabulary tests 

ÅFilling in blank knowledge organisers 

ÅWritten questions 

ÅQuestioning 

Summative 
Assessments

Å2/3 per year

ÅCover 
different 
topics

ÅKnown in 
advance



Summative Assessment ‘Windows’ for Year 7 
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

Maths w/c 24th November
Integers and Decimals, Perimeter and Area, Volume, 
hǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ LƴŘƛŎŜǎΣ tȅǘƘŀƎƻǊŀǎΩ ¢ƘŜƻǊŜƳ

w/c 2nd February
Standard Form, Area and Perimeter 2, Volume 2, Surface Area and the 
previous topics 

w/c 30th March- Fractions and Decimals ,Ratio and Fractions, Indices, Basic 
Algebra 1, Percentages and previous topics

w/c 8th June- Factors, Multiples, Primes, Rounding 
and Estimating, Basic Algebra 2, Linear Equations, 
and previous topics

English w/c 15.09 & 22.09: On-line reading tests (baseline)
29/09 - Myths and Legends ς Writing
17/11 ς Writing Skills

w/c 19.01 - Reading and Writing Skills
w/c 30.03 - Mid Summer Nights Dream - Oracy

w/c 01.06 - Writing skills

Science w/c 15th December
Biology ς cells and organisation
Chemistry ς Properties of materials
Physics ς Energy

w/c 23rd March
Biology - Reproduction and genetics
Chemistry ς States of matter
Physics - Space

w/c 29th  June
Biology ς Respiration and movement
Chemistry ς Acids and alkalis 
Physics ς Kinetic Theory

Music w/c 3rd November
Treble clef & duration

w/c 02.02.26- Performing assessment (Piano)
w/c 30.03.26- listening: Instruments of the orchestra

w/c 29.06.26
Composing 8-bar melody (practical)

Computing w/c 20.10.25
Scratch/ Academy Network Assessment ς baseline 

w/c 23.03.26
Scratch, Spreadsheets, Databases, Algorithms

w/c 15.06.26
E-Safety Facts

Geography F/C 24th Nov Y7 OS map skills
F/C 15th Dec Y7 Coastal Landscapes 1

F/C 19th Jan Y7 Coastal Landscapes 2
F/C 20th April Y7 Globalisation written report
F/C 22nd June Y7 Tectonics

History w/b 6 th October - Baseline assessment - chronology, 
source inference, content
w/b 1st December - Invasion, settlement and 
Struggle

w/b 16th February
Medieval Society & The Black Death

w/b 4 th May
Elizabethan England

Art F/C 24th Nov 
Set up, draw and shade 3 basic objects (Pencil Tonal 
Still Life)

w/c 2nd  Feb-2nd  March
Colour wheel & theory (Painting)

March-July
Insect Banner (Composition, Mixed Media skills)

Food Ongoing - Sept-Feb or Feb-July : Basic cooking skills and Healthy Eating - (Making delicious dishes) 

Graphics/Textiles December - Hand Puppet (Textiles) February
Google sketch up & perspective (Technical drawing)

Repeated for other ½ of Y7
June - Hand Puppet (Textiles)
July- Google sketch up & perspective (Technical drawing)



Term 1 Term 2

MFL - Spanish fortnight commencing 13 th October т listening assessment т 
content linked to ser + adjectives, numbers, siblings

fortnight commencing 8 th December т reading & writing 
assessment т content linked to introducing yourself, family 
language, numbers and 3rd person

fortnight commencing 9 th February т speaking assessment т 
hobbies now and when you were younger

fortnight commencing 30 th March т reading & listening 
assessment т 3rd person, hobbies, previous language on 
describing others, plans for tomorrow 

MFL - Mandarin fortnight commencing 13th October ς speaking assessment ςusing 
to talk about oneself and others.

fortnight commencing 8th December ς listening assessment ς 
understanding information about pets, family members and age.

fortnight commencing 9th February ς written assessment ς 
using the verbs to write about 
hobbies and sports.

fortnight commencing 30th March ς reading assessment ς 
understanding passages written in characters about school 
routine and subject preferences.

Summative Assessment ‘Windows’ for Year 7 



What will my child learn?
ÅCurriculum Overviews for each subject 

can be found here:
Subject Information | Whitburn Church of England Academy 

https://www.whitburncofeacademy.org/school-life/curriculum/subject-information/


*Opportunity for local focus * Assessment                                                                       Year 7 HISTORY

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Invasion and settlement 
(AD400-1066)

The struggle for power 
(1066-1215)

Medieval society (1066-
1381)

Early Tudor England 
(1485-1558)

Elizabethan England 
(1558-1603)

The Stuarts, Civil War and 
The Republic (1642-1666)

Introduction to History (1 
lesson) ς Chronology & 
sources.

Baseline test: Chronology, 
source inference and 
describing skills.

EQ1: How did the Anglo-
Saxons and Vikings develop 
from invaders into Kings of 
England?

ÅAnglo-Saxon society
ÅThe Church & St. Cuthbert 

and Bede*
ÅViking raids 793-900 

(Lindisfarne)
ÅViking Society
ÅAlfred the Great

EQ2: Why did William of 
Normandy become King of 
England?

ÅThe succession crisis
ÅClaiments to the throne in 

1066
ÅThe Stamford Bridge
ÅThe Battle of Hastings

EQ1: How did William 
keep control of England?

ÅNormancastles (Motte 
& Bailey and stone 
castles)

ÅThe Harrying of the 
North*

ÅAnglo-Saxon rebellions
ÅThe Feudal System
ÅNorman laws
ÅThe Domesday book

Historical skill focus for key 
assessment:
CAUSE AND CONSEQUENCE

EQ2: How did Medieval 
Kings struggle for power?

ÅHenry II and Thomas 
Becket

ÅThe Arab world
ÅWhy did people go on 

Crusade?
ÅRichard I and the 3rd 

Crusade
ÅKing John and Magna 

Carta

EQ1: What was life really 
like in the Middle Ages?

ÅMedieval villages*
ÅMedieval towns
ÅThe importance of the 

church
ÅMedieval crime and 

punishment

EQ2: What were the causes 
and consequences of the 
Black Death?

ÅMedieval ideas about 
disease

ÅThe spread of the Black 
Death

ÅSymptoms and 
treatments of the Black 
Death

ÅConsequences of the 
Black Death

ÅTƘŜ tŜŀǎŀƴǘǎΩ wŜǾƻƭǘ

Historical skill focus for key 
assessment: 
INFERENCE, SIGNIFICANCE

EQ1: How did Henry VIII 
strengthen his control over 
England?

ÅLutherism
ÅThe Wars of the Roses and 

Henry VII
ÅHenry VIII and the Break 

from Rome
ÅDissolution of the 

monasteries*

EQ2: How did Edward VI and 
Mary I affect religious life?

ÅEdward VI and Lady Jane 
Grey

ÅMary I and Catholicism
ÅReligious persecution

Start Elizabeth here due to 
short half term summer 1.

EQ1: How did religion 
ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴΚ

ÅEƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƻƴ 
accession to the throne

ÅThe Catholic threat from 
Spain

ÅThe Babbington Plot and 
Mary Queen of Scots

ÅThe Spanish Armada

Historical skill focus for key 
assessment: 
SOURCE UTILITY
INTERPRETATIONS

EQ2: How far was 
Elizabethan England a 
Golden Age?

ÅElizabethan towns
ÅCrime and punishment in 

Elizabethan England*
ÅLeisure and past times
ÅThe problem of poverty
ÅDrake and 

circumnavigation
ÅRaleigh and Virginia

EQ1: Who was to blame for 
the Gunpowder Plot?

ÅThe causes of the Gun 
Powder Plot

ÅThe Gunpowder Plot
ÅConsequences of The 

Gunpowder Plot
ÅWitchcraft*
ÅMatthew Hopkins

EQ2: What caused the English 
Civil War?

ÅCharles I
ÅCauses of the English Civil 

War
ÅEvents of the Civil War
ÅThe trial and execution of 

Charles I
ÅCǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΩǎ ǊǳƭŜ
ÅCharles II and the restoration
ÅThe Great Plague, 1665
ÅThe Great Fire of London



Home Learning – Year 7



Year 7

Home Learning
Knowledge Organiser Booklet

Autumn Term 2025

Name:                                                               

Form Class:

Each term your 
child will get a 
home learning 
booklet. 

They need this in 
school every day 
as they are used 
in lessons.



An electronic 
version will be 
uploaded onto 
the website and 
on the Year 
ΨǘŜŀƳΩ

Contents Page
Subject Page Number Subject Page Number

Using Knowledge Organisers 1 Music 28

Art 2 PE 29 - 31

Computing Science 3 - 4 RE 32 - 35

Drama 5 Science - Biology 36 - 37

English 6 - 9 Science - Chemistry 38 - 39

Geography 10 - 13 Science - Physics 40

History 14 - 15 Technology - Food 41 - 43

Maths 16 - 24 Technology ς Graphics 44

MFL - Spanish 25 - 26 Technology ς Textiles 45 - 46

MFL ς Mandarin Chinese 27



All weekly home learning activities 
can be found on the website via 
the link above. 

Link to Website for Home Learning Activities for Year 7

Home Learning – Y7

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǾƛŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ Ǿƛŀ your Go4Schools login

Home - GO 4 Schools

Positive points are given for home 
learning completion and negative 
points for non-completion..

https://www.whitburncofeacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Y7-Home-Learning-Tasks-for-Autumn-Term-2025.pdf
https://www.go4schools.com/
https://www.go4schools.com/
https://www.go4schools.com/


How to use the 
Knowledge 
Organiser 
booklet to  
study and 
embed learning

Year 7

Home Learning
Knowledge Organiser Booklet

Autumn Term 2025





[ƻƻƪΣ /ƻǾŜǊΣ ²ǊƛǘŜΧ ǘƘŜƴ /ƘŜŎƪ



Learning Key Words



Making your own Flash Cards



Self Quizzing



Asking a family member to test you



Making Mind Maps or Drawings



Good Study habits = 
Good Learning

You can choose to do your home learning tasks in the 
school library which is open before school, at lunchtime 
and after school every day.



Teams and Sparx Maths

{ƻƳŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘŀǎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǘ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨŎƭŀǎǎ ǘŜŀƳΩΦ 
Every Thursday Sparx Maths and Sparx Science are set. 
Some tasks will involve making flash cards, etc. 
Students need to record home learning in their planner to help develop 
their organisation skills.



Make sure you click on Student Login 

How to log in to Sparx Maths



Click our school name



Click here



70****@whitburncofeacademy.org



70****@whitburncofeacademy.org

This is the same password for logging in to your school account



Student name

You will need to complete these short 
training videos first



French, Spanish & Mandarin

New for 2025 ! Students now have access to The Language Gym (online) to support them 
with their home learning



How to log iné
Å Log in to Teams
Å Find your MFL class team
Å Go to the Language Gym website 
Å Click at the top for the UK site

Å Follow the instructions given on the MFL 
team ςthere is a special code for each class 
or a QR code

9ȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŜŀƳǎΧ

Put the code shown here in 

Your class code is here

Alternatively,  
scan the QR 
code that is 
shown here on 
your class Team 
to join



Clubs for KS3.. Autumn Term 2025



Library Hours – Every Day 

Lunchtime 12.40 – 1.20

Home Learning support, Study and reading – Library (sign up)

Monday After School 3.30 – 4.10

Home Learning support, Study and reading – Library (sign up)

Before School – 08.15 – 08.45 in Food for Thought



MondayMonday Lunchtime

12.40 – 1.05

Basketball – Mr Mackey – Sports Hall

Trampolining – Miss Nelson – Septimus/ Sports Hall

1.05 - 1.30

Choir ς Miss Cresswell and Miss Parkes - Room 2

Monday After School

Girls Football - Mr Furniss - Sports Hall/ AWP

Trampolining (Competition invite) - Miss Nelson – Septimus/ Sports Hall



TuesdayTuesday Lunchtime

12.40 – 1.05

Badminton, Table Tennis and Pickleball ς Mrs Rush in the Sports Hall

Fitness Room Session ς Mr Furniss in the Fitness Room

Dance ς Septimus Hall – Sophie and Ava

Maths Skills Club (all lunchtime) ς Maths staffς Room 32

1.05 - 1.30

Chamber Choir ς Miss Cresswell and Miss Parkes - Room 1 (Invite only)

Tuesday After School After School

Year 7 Netball - Miss Walker -  Sports Hall

KS3 Football - Mr Mackey and Mr Furniss - Field/AWP

Environment club  - Mrs Carr and Mrs Bull - Room 9 / Outside

School Production / Drama - Mrs Carman, Miss Wilson - Septimus Hall 

Vex Robotics Club  - Mr Coyne ς Room 18

Year 7 and 8 Mandarin ‘Characters’ Club – Miss Widdowson - Room 27

History Club – Miss Roberts – Room 40



WednesdayWednesday Lunchtime

12.40 – 1.05

Climbing ς Mr Leggett in the Sports Hall

Fitness Room Session ς Miss Walker in the Fitness Room

Maths Skills Club (all lunchtime) ς Maths staffς Room 32

World Games Club ς Mr Unsworth ς Room 22

1.05 - 1.30

School Production / Drama ς Miss Cresswell and Miss Parkes ς Septimus Hall 

‘Godbods’ Bible Club - All lunchtime – Miss Rogers and Mr Woodland – S3 

Wednesday After School

Netball –Y9, Y10 & Y11 ς Mrs Rush in the Sports Hall

Computing Club  ςMr Huntley - Room 35 - 3.30-4.30 

Art Club –- Mrs Sarginson / Mrs Dembry ς Room 24 ς 3.30 - 4-20 (sign up)

KS3 Cooking Club - Week 2 ς Mrs Walton ς Room 8 (sign up- 15 places)

Orchestra ς  Miss Cresswell, Miss Parkes and Mr Sheard - Room 2



Thursday Lunchtime

12.40 – 1.05

Badminton, Pickleball and Table Tennis ς Sports Hall – Mr Furniss

Fitness Room Session ς Mr Leggett ς Fitness Room

Maths Skills Club (all lunchtime) ς Maths staffς Room 32

Chess and Board Games Club – Mr Lancaster – Room 48 (12.45-1.20)

Logic Games for Girls – Mrs Thompson  – Room 34 (12.40 -1.05)

1.05 - 1.30

Choir ς Miss Cresswell and Miss Parkes ς Room 2

Netball Year 8 -  Miss Nelson

Rugby ς Mr Leggett ς Field

KS3 Spanish Club – Mrs Ball – Room 43   (Week 1)

KS3/4 French Club – Mrs Ball – Room 43 (Week 2)

Warhammer Club ς Mr Thompson and Mr Huntley ς Room 18

Thursday



FridayFriday Lunchtime

12.40 – 1.05

Skittles Club – Mr Spour - Room 38 (all lunchtime)

1.05 - 1.30

School Production / Drama ς Mrs Carman ς Septimus Hall 

Friday After School

KS3 Textiles Club (Week 2) ς Miss Mullen - Room 3 



We have a well stocked library if your 
child needs a book to read at home!



We look forward to seeing you again on Monday 6th October at the Year 7 
Student Consultation Evening

An overview of all the clubs we run each day for KS3 during this term  can be found on the website here
https://www.whitburncofeacademy.org/school-life/extra-curricular/

file://FS01/S-Drive$/Extra-curricular/23-24/KS3 Extra Curricular Activities Timetable 2023.pdf
https://www.whitburncofeacademy.org/school-life/extra-curricular/
https://www.whitburncofeacademy.org/school-life/extra-curricular/
https://www.whitburncofeacademy.org/school-life/extra-curricular/
https://www.whitburncofeacademy.org/school-life/extra-curricular/
https://www.whitburncofeacademy.org/school-life/extra-curricular/
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