
2024 2024 2025 2025 2026 2026 TOTAL AVERAGE

University 77 74.8% 77 65.8% 64 72.7% 753 75.6%
Gap Year 12 11.7% 5 4.3% 4 4.5% 71 7.1%
Degree Apprenticeships 3 2.9% 6 5.1% 4 4.5% 20 1.9%
Apprenticeship 10 9.7% 24 20.5% 12 13.6% 107 10.6%
Employment 1 1.0% 3 2.6% 1 1.1% 26 2.8%
Conservatoires 7 0.7%
Access Courses/Fndn course 2 1.7% 5 0.5%
Military 3 3.4% 6 0.6%
NEET 1 0.1%

103 117 88 996

2024 2024 2025 2025 2026 2026 TOTAL AVERAGE
University 77 74.8% 77 65.8% 64 78.0% 753 76.2%
Other Route 26 25.2% 40 34.2% 24 20.5% 243 23.7%

0 0.0%
Russell Group Universities 24 31.2% 36 46.8% 32 41.6% 276 35.2%
Other HEIs 53 68.8% 41 53.2% 32 41.6% 421 52.9%

0 0.0%
Firm Choice 58 75.3% 61 79.2% 58 75.3% 546 66.0%
Insurance Choice 10 13.0% 8 10.4% 6 7.8% 73 8.9%
Offered alt course 4 5.2% 2 2.6% 9 1.2%
Clearing Place 9 11.7% 8 10.4% 7 9.1% 84 10.3%

103 117 82 990



2026 – 94.0% (Y12 94% / Y13 93%)
2025 – 91.4%
2024 – 90.7% (Y12 93% / Y13 85%)
2023 – 71.3% (Y12 87% / Y13 57%)
2022 – 80% (Y12 83% / Y13 74%)
2021 – 89%
2020 – 86%
2019 – 84%

2026 – 97.8 (Y12 98% / Y13 100%)
2025 – 99.2%

2024 – 98.5% (Y12 99% / Y13 98%)
2023 – 91.3% (Y12 95% / Y13 88%)

2022 – 90% (Y12 93% / Y13 84%)
2021 – 94%
2020 – 97%
2019 – 98%

2026 – 84.4% (Y12 88% / 80%) 
2025 – 87.4%

2024 – 95.4% (Y12 98% / Y13 90%)
2023 – 76.3% (Y12 82% / Y13 71%)

2022 – 73% (Y12 81% / Y13 71%)
2021 – 89%
2020 – 89%
2019 – 85%

Strongly Agree

Agree

Don't Know/No Opinion

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

There is a positive ethos within Whitburn Sixth Form which encourages personal 

responsibility,  maturity, good manners and self-discipline.

Strongly Agree, 33.1%

Agree, 60.9%

Disagree, 5.3%

Strongly Disagree, 0.8% I am enjoying Whitburn Sixth Form 

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Strongly Agree, 
48.5%Agree, 50.0%

Disagree, 0.8%

Strongly Disagree, 
0.8%

I feel settled at Whitburn Sixth Form 

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

134 responded (out of 194)

88 x Y12 & 45 x Y13 

Average is 111.4







Which route is right for you/your young person?

Uni Route
UK University & 

Apprenticeships Search 
Event, Newcastle 

25th Sept
Deadlines are fixed - Oct & Jan.

NGTU
UK University & 

Apprenticeships Search Event, 
25th Sept

Apprenticeships Fayre 10th Feb
Deadlines vary by provider – 
most open in the new year.

Some students were still juggling both a week after results!



Carl Jung famously spoke about the "unlived life" or 
unfulfilled dreams of parents, noting that “the greatest 
burden a child must bear is the unlived life of the parents”.

Carl Jung. Swiss psychiatrist 1875-1961

Set by other people e.g. parents want you to 
get a certain grade, go to a certain uni, get a 
certain career…

Goal not owned by the student!

Student needs hustling towards this ‘false’ 
goal.

Need replacing with ‘pull goals’….

Pull goals are magnetised. They will get you 
out of bed in the morning.

Those with a pull goal with usually have 
better attendance and motivation.



Why Higher Education
• Chance to study a subject they are passionate about.

• Achieve a qualification that will lead to their chosen career.

• Gain confidence, independence, and important life skills that will 
widen their prospects.

• Making lifelong friends.

• Opportunities whilst studying.

• Better job prospects?

• Some employers target graduates.

• Higher earning potential.

We ask the experts: does it still pay to go to university? ‘It’s 

complex’ | University guide | The Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2025/sep/13/experts-does-it-pay-go-to-university?CMP=oth_b-aplnews_d-5
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2025/sep/13/experts-does-it-pay-go-to-university?CMP=oth_b-aplnews_d-5


HEI
2026 

Entry
TOTAL

Northumbria 9 143

Newcastle University 16 134

University of Sunderland 13 118

Leeds Beckett 37

University of York 5 33

University of Leeds 1 32

York St John University 2 24

Manchester Metropolitan 1 20

Durham University 3 20

University of Manchester 1 17

University of Nottingham 11

Heriot-Watt, Edinburgh 10

University of Liverpool 1 9

University of Sheffield 1 9

Sheffield Hallam 8

Teesside University 8

Lancaster University 7

Nottingham Trent 6

University of Glasgow 6

University of Cambridge 1 6

University of Hull 1 5

Liverpool John Moores 1 5

HEI
2026 

Entry
TOTAL

Newcastle College University Centre 4

Leeds Trinity 4

Cumbria 4

Loughborough 3

Edge Hill 3

UCFB 3

University of Birmingham 3

University of Exeter 3

University of Stirling 3

University of Leicester 3

Lancashire (was UCLAN) 1 3

Cardiff University 1 3

University of Lincoln 2

Edinburgh Napier 2

Hull-York Medical School 2

Liverpool Hope 2

University of Bristol 2

University of Oxford 2

University of St Andrews 2

Queen Mary, UoL 2

University College London (UCL) 2

University of East Anglia 2

University of Edinburgh 2

Imperial College London 2

Kings College London 1 2

Keele University 1 2

Reading 1 2

HEI
2026 

Entry
TOTAL

Aston University, Birmingham 1

City, University of London 1

Coventry University 1

Essex 1

Kingston University 1

New College, Durham 1

Leeds Arts University 1

Norwich University of the Arts 1

Oxford Brookes 1

SOAS 1

Swansea 1

The Northern School of Art 1

Sunderland College 1 1

University of Bath 1

University of Derby 1

University of Gloucester 1

University of Kent 1

University of Warwick 1

University of Winchester 1

University of Westminster 1

Askham Bryan 1

UWE, Bristol 1

Strathclyde 1

Wolverhampton 1

University of Bradford 1

University for the Creative Arts 1

University of Surrey 1

Queen's University, Belfast 1

Harper Adams University 1 1

University of Southampton 1 1

University of Dundee 0

University of Chester 0

St George's, University of London 0

London School of Economics & Politics 0

64 767



University Rankings and League Tables 
(thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk)

“..but I want to go to a 
Russell Group University”
The Russell Group describes a group of 24 ‘research-intensive’ 

universities that receive greater funding.

We often hear from parents that they want their young person to go to a 
Russell Group university.

The Russell Group universities are coloured purple on the previous slide.

https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings


Durham Cambridge St 
Andrews

Newcastle LSE Aston Lancaster Lough-
borough

YSJ Man. Met Uni Arts 
London

Russell 
Group?

Yes Yes No Yes Yes No No No No No No

TEF Rating Silver Gold n/a Silver Silver Gold Gold Gold Silver Gold Bronze

Completeuni
versityguide.
co.uk ranking 
2026

6 1 4 35 3 52 10 8 108 53 27

Student 
Satisfaction

80% 79% 83% 76% 80% 78% 80% 79% 79% 80% 78%

Graduate 
Prospects

83% 89% 88% 78% 89% 76% 78% 85% 65% 69% 57%

UCAS 
Points
3xA = 144

172 208 206 140 185 120 139 148 112 121 136

Top Ten 
for…

31 incl.
[whole 
range]

43 incl.
[whole 
range]

24 incl.
[whole 
range]

8 incl.
[whole 
range]

13 incl.
[whole 
range]

2 10 incl. 
[whole 
range]

15 incl. 
[whole 
range]

[none, but…]
5 x Top 30

3 [none, but…]
5 x Top 30

The Russell Group describes a group of 24 ‘research-intensive’ universities that receive greater funding.
We often hear from parents that they want their young person to go to a Russell Group university.

Do we over-focus on the Russell Group?

TEF 2023 ratings dashboard - Office for Students

Complete University Guide - University Rankings, Guides and Courses

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/for-providers/quality-and-standards/tef-2023-ratings/tef-2023-ratings-dashboard/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/for-providers/quality-and-standards/tef-2023-ratings/tef-2023-ratings-dashboard/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/for-providers/quality-and-standards/tef-2023-ratings/tef-2023-ratings-dashboard/
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/


Top 24 but NOT Russell Group:

4 St Andrews

8 Loughborough

9 Bath

10 Lancaster

21 Surrey

Russell Group but NOT top 24 :

26 Nottingham

=27 Cardiff

35 Newcastle

29 Glasgow

40 QMUL



Top for student satisfaction:

1 Lincoln Bishop

2 University of Wales Trinity St David

3 St Andrews

4 Liverpool Hope

5 University of East London

6 Arts University Plymouth

=7 University of Sunderland; 
Plymouth Marjon Uni; Birmingham 
Newman Uni; Uni of West London

Top for Graduate Prospects:

1 ICL

2 Cambridge

3 London School of Economics & Politics

4 Oxford

5 St Andrews

6 Bath

7 Warwick

8 King’s College London

9 Loughborough

10 University of Buckingham



For the 2025 entry, the approximate undergraduate acceptance rates for the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge are:

•University of Oxford: 14–17%. 83%+ Rejected

•University of Cambridge: 21–25%. 75%+ Rejected

These overall figures can be misleading, as acceptance rates vary significantly based on the specific course, college, and applicant's background.

Year Applied Accepted %
2017 1 1 100.0%
2018 6 2 33.3%

2019 3 1 33.3%
2020 3 0 0.0%
2021 5 1 20.0%
2022 8 3 37.5%
2023 2 0 0.0%
2024 3 0 0.0%
2025 4 0 0.0%
2026 3 1 33.3%

38 9 23.7%



Useful facts about UCAS

• The 2027 applicant fee is £34.50 for (up to) five choices.

• ‘Invisibility’ – universities cannot see where else students 
have applied.

• Apply for max. five courses.

• Some choice restrictions:
• Medicine, veterinary, dentistry – max. four 
• Oxford or Cambridge

http://international.southwales.ac.uk/media/files/photos/Landing-Page-Apply-UCAS_.jpg
http://www.thecdi.net/write/Logos/Unifrog_logo.jpg

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiF8_z9_KTNAhWEXRQKHaK4BuEQjRwIBw&url=http://international.southwales.ac.uk/apply/international/ucas-direct/&psig=AFQjCNF9d6i0GL1SPqtGuvH0tFxlHIFi5g&ust=1465906344807059
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjckYeP_aTNAhVFzxQKHfOVBBEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.thecdi.net/Unifrog&bvm=bv.124272578,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHmDQAG9cxQ2VJYzexfOjd98JnLlg&ust=1465906422283644


Mid- May 2026 Applicants can register and start to complete their 
application.

September 2026 Schools can start to submit completed applications to UCAS.

15th October 
2026

Medicine, dentistry, veterinary sci/med and Oxford or 
Cambridge.

13th January 
2027

Application deadline for most courses.

30th June Applications after this date held for Clearing.

24th September Final date for 2027 Applications.
http://international.southwales.ac.uk/media/files/photos/Landing-Page-Apply-UCAS_.jpg

http://www.thecdi.net/write/Logos/Unifrog_logo.jpg

2027 Cycle Key Dates

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiF8_z9_KTNAhWEXRQKHaK4BuEQjRwIBw&url=http://international.southwales.ac.uk/apply/international/ucas-direct/&psig=AFQjCNF9d6i0GL1SPqtGuvH0tFxlHIFi5g&ust=1465906344807059
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjckYeP_aTNAhVFzxQKHfOVBBEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.thecdi.net/Unifrog&bvm=bv.124272578,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHmDQAG9cxQ2VJYzexfOjd98JnLlg&ust=1465906422283644


✓ Comparing courses - their content & delivery.

✓ Looking at fees and other costs. Checking 

out bursaries and scholarships.

✓ Reading the prospectus information.

✓ Discussing choices – teachers, parents & 

friends.

✓ Attending Open Days.

http://international.southwales.ac.uk/media/files/photos/Landing-Page-Apply-UCAS_.jpg
http://www.thecdi.net/write/Logos/Unifrog_logo.jpg

Useful Resources:

• Mr Moore, SF Staff, subject staff

• HE Fayre 24th Sept

• Unifrog

• UCAS ‘Course search’

• prospects.ac.uk

• Discover Uni Home 

• The Uni Guide

• completeuniversityguide.co.uk

Since May we have been researching our options…

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiF8_z9_KTNAhWEXRQKHaK4BuEQjRwIBw&url=http://international.southwales.ac.uk/apply/international/ucas-direct/&psig=AFQjCNF9d6i0GL1SPqtGuvH0tFxlHIFi5g&ust=1465906344807059
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjckYeP_aTNAhVFzxQKHfOVBBEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.thecdi.net/Unifrog&bvm=bv.124272578,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHmDQAG9cxQ2VJYzexfOjd98JnLlg&ust=1465906422283644
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher
https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/
https://discoveruni.gov.uk/
https://discoveruni.gov.uk/
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/
https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/
http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
http://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/


Hannah’s Long-list.

Started with small(ish), ‘nice’, ‘pretty’ 
towns that suit her as a person.

Included campus universities, again to 
suit her.

She ruled some out based on course 
content having scrutinised modules 
available.

A nod to rankings and grades required 
but not the driving factor (3-38!).

Some places she ‘knew’ – Newcastle, 
Stirling, York, Durham. Some we 
visited informally – Warwick, 
Lancaster.

Lancaster vs Warwick….!



http://international.southwales.ac.uk/media/files/photos/Landing-Page-Apply-UCAS_.jpg
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prospects.ac.uk

Prospects.ac.uk
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Discover Uni Home 
Discover Uni
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https://discoveruni.gov.uk/


http://international.southwales.ac.uk/media/files/photos/Landing-Page-Apply-UCAS_.jpg
http://www.thecdi.net/write/Logos/Unifrog_logo.jpg

Visit if possible!…

https://bit.ly/3qHc9fX https://www.Opendays.com

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiF8_z9_KTNAhWEXRQKHaK4BuEQjRwIBw&url=http://international.southwales.ac.uk/apply/international/ucas-direct/&psig=AFQjCNF9d6i0GL1SPqtGuvH0tFxlHIFi5g&ust=1465906344807059
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjckYeP_aTNAhVFzxQKHfOVBBEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.thecdi.net/Unifrog&bvm=bv.124272578,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHmDQAG9cxQ2VJYzexfOjd98JnLlg&ust=1465906422283644
https://bit.ly/3qHc9fX
https://www.opendays.com/


UCAS Deadlines…
▪ Applications open on 2nd September.

▪ The first UCAS deadline is Wednesday 15th October 6pm 
      Oxford, Cambridge, Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Medicine 

▪ The second UCAS deadline is Wednesday 13th January 6pm

Whitburn Sixth Form Deadlines:
▪ The first sixth form deadline is Wednesday 7th October 5.30pm
 

▪ The second sixth form deadline is Friday 18th December 5.30pm

NB Some universities require additional tests e.g. the UCAT 

(Medicine), LNAT, TMUA, STEP etc…there are others

http://international.southwales.ac.uk/media/files/photos/Landing-Page-Apply-UCAS_.jpg
http://www.thecdi.net/write/Logos/Unifrog_logo.jpg
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UCAS Points

Grades-based Universities

• Typically ‘Russell Group’

• Offer will be made up of three 

grades

• Other quals will be useful in 

Personal Statements but will not 

contribute to meeting the offer

Points-based Universities

• Typically newer universities

• Offer will be a points target, or 

range

• Other quals will contribute points 

towards this target

• WP schemes may offer points for 

participation

• More flexibility

• May be useful as a ‘safe’ or back-up 

option
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A Levels 
Grade:

A-Level
UCAS 
Points

AS-Level
UCAS Points

EPQ
UCAS 
Points

L3 Core 
Maths 

UCAS Points

A* 56 n/a 28 n/a

A 48 20 24 20

B 40 16 20 16

C 32 12 16 12

D 24 10 12 10

E 16 6 8 6

BTEC Health & 
Social Care 

Grade:

UCAS 
Points

Dist.* 56

Dist. 48

Merit 32

Pass 16

Music  Practical 
Exams Grade:

UCAS 
Points

Music Theory 
Exams Grade:

UCAS 
Points

8 Dist. 30

8 Merit 24 8 Dist. 10

8 Pass 18 8 Merit 9

7 Dist. 16 8 Pass/7 Dist. 8

7 Merit 14 7 Merit 7

7 Pass/6 Dist. 12 7 Pass/6 Dist. 6

6 Merit 10 6 Merit 5

6 Pass 8 6 Pass 4

http://international.southwales.ac.uk/media/files/photos/Landing-Page-Apply-UCAS_.jpg
http://www.thecdi.net/write/Logos/Unifrog_logo.jpg

The UCAS Tariff…

See full UCAS tariff here: Calculate your UCAS Tariff points
No points for DofE
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https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/entry-requirements/calculate-your-ucas-tariff-points


Mr Craggs will send the application to UCAS. There will be an anxious wait (end of 

March!) before applicants receive either…

 Unconditional offer - As long as you complete any stated examinations you have 

a place. These are quite rare again.

 Conditional offer - if you meet the set conditions, you have a place. This normally 

means that you have to meet certain grade/points requirements.

 Unsuccessful – your application for that course has been unsuccessful and you 

have not been offered a place.

 Offer of a place on a (usually slightly) different course
http://international.southwales.ac.uk/media/files/photos/Landing-Page-Apply-UCAS_.jpg
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What happens next?
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When you have received responses from all of your choices you then have to choose 
a firm and an insurance choice by the deadline! This is all done on UCAS Track.

 Firm - your first choice of course. If you meet the grade requirements, you will 
attend this course.

 Insurance - your second or back-up choice. If you fail to meet the grade 
requirements for your firm choice, but meet the requirements for this course, you 
can attend this course. 

 Other offers are declined

 Important – you must choose an insurance choice with a lower entry requirement 
and that you would be happy to go to!

http://international.southwales.ac.uk/media/files/photos/Landing-Page-Apply-UCAS_.jpg
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Firm and Insurance Choices…
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I get no offers?

I don’t get the required 
grades?

I don’t get grades for my 
insurance choice either? 

I accepted a place that asked for 
3xBs and I actually get 3xAs?

..UCAS Extra 
(24th Feb-4th July)

Insurance Choice

Clearing Process
(From early July)

Clearing Process
(results day)

What if…
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Write ‘a love letter to your subject’ (University College, Oxford) 
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The Personal Statement

UCAS personal statements (New 2026 

entry format): 5 things you need to do

M0146036 Personal statement eBook 

2026 entry FINAL.pdf

Personal statement top tip: It's their 

time to shine
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• The only section your son or daughter has control over.

• Their only chance to market themselves individually.

• One personal statement for all choices.

• Max. 4,000 characters, 47 lines. NEW! Split across three questions:

• Why do you want to study this course or subject?
• How have your qualifications and studies helped you to prepare 

for this course or subject?
• What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and 

why are these experiences useful?

• No spelling/grammar check on UCAS so prepare it in Word.
http://international.southwales.ac.uk/media/files/photos/Landing-Page-Apply-UCAS_.jpg
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The Personal Statement
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Three-part Structure

Why do you want to 
study this course or 

subject?

How have your 
qualifications and 

studies helped you to 
prepare for this 

course or subject?

What else have you 
done to prepare 

outside of education, 
and why are these 

experiences useful?

• Start with the ‘lightbulb moment’

• interest in their chosen subject

• their knowledge of the subject and 
enthusiasm to go beyond the syllabus 

• what they enjoy about study

• have they chosen the right subject for the 
right reasons?

• does the personal statement confirm their 
depth of interest in the subject?

Personal statements are checked against a library of 

those already in the system, and from a variety of 

websites and paper publications.

• academic achievements, past and present

• has the candidate studied independently – 

include super-curricular activities like MOOCs, 

lectures and EPQs

• does the student appear motivated and 

committed?

• Any relevant work experience?

• can they survive in an intense and 
pressured atmosphere?

• How do they unwind and relax?

• What can they contribute to the wider 
life of the university.

• More about what you do rather than 
the standard to which you do it!
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Image result for radio 4

Image result for khan academy logo
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Image result for my he+

‘Super-curriculars’
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Upcoming Online Lectures/Subject Enrichment Events
October 15 @ 10:10 - 10:55 Media/Sociology: Understanding Gender & Work On Social Media - Surrey (16+) Find out more »

October 15 @ 14:15 - 15:00 Biochemistry: Form & Function - Understanding Protein Structure - UEA (16+) Find out more »

October 15 @ 13:00 - 13:45 Being University-Ready: Preparing Mentally & Academically - Warwick & Southampton Find out more »

October 20 @ 14:15 - 15:00 Mathematical Modelling - Tutorial - UEA (16+) Find out more »

October 21 @ 15:35 - 16:20 MFL/Spanish: 20th Century Hispanic Dictatorships - Surrey (16+) Find out more »

October 22 @ 11:10 - 12:00 Graphic Communication: Driving Positive & Progressive Change - WSA at Southampton Find out more »

October 22 @ 14:00 - 14:45 Extended Project Qualification: Crafting a Research Question - Southampton (16+) Find out more »

October 23 @ 10:10 - 10:55 English Literature: Virginia Woolf - Modernism, Feminism & Literary Form - UEA (16+) Find out more »

October 23 @ 13:00 - 13:45 Social Sciences Study Skills: How To Read Tables - UEA (16+) Find out more »

November 6 @ 12:45 - 13:30 Business Analytics: Making Smart Decisions from Millions of Data Points - St George's Find out more »

November 6 @ 16:30 - 17:15 HE Guidance: Writing A Standout Personal Statement - UEA Find out more »

November 10 @ 14:15 - 15:00 Criminology: Exploring The Harms of Hate Crime - Surrey (16+) Find out more »

November 11 @ 09:10 - 09:55 History: Challenging The Authority of Henry VIII - Portsmouth (16+) Find out more »

November 11 @ 13:45 - 14:30 MFL/French: The Impact of Music on French Popular Culture - Surrey (16+) Find out more »

November 12 @ 16:15 - 17:15 The Future of UK Farming - NFU & UEA Find out more »

We advertise these online events and encourage attendance for several reasons:
1. It will help develop interest in an area
2. It will help students master A-Level learning by giving an opportunity to make links 

between new info presented in these sessions and theory they are learning in class
3. It will help students decide if that subject is right for them at uni
4. It will help students decide if uni and lecture-style learning is right for them
5. It will enhance their Personal Statement when applying for a uni course

Are you a subject rep? Book on to the lecture and host it in a 
spare classroom with other interested students joining you:
Events currently open for bookings are listed below. You might follow these in school with 
your headphones or Mrs Townsley would help you find a spare classroom if you want to 
do the session with some peers. 

https://channeltalent.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=145837fa6843e0c349598322a&id=526d12c128&e=24ea133002
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https://channeltalent.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=145837fa6843e0c349598322a&id=5f3832a0e2&e=24ea133002
https://channeltalent.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=145837fa6843e0c349598322a&id=be0ccb7c93&e=24ea133002
https://channeltalent.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=145837fa6843e0c349598322a&id=ff88a98759&e=24ea133002
https://channeltalent.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=145837fa6843e0c349598322a&id=34c4126c1b&e=24ea133002
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FT Access Schools Digest is part of the 
free FT schools programme for students 
aged 16-19, teachers and schools 
around the world. Students of 
Economics, Geography, Politics and 
many other subjects would find this 
particularly useful and they can create 
individual accounts and sign up for the 
newsletter via these links.

Gresham College. Gresham lectures 
provide stretch, challenge & support for 
the A Level curriculum. They can 
deepen your knowledge & develop new 
ideas, concepts & perspectives that can 
be used and referenced in exams, 
coursework (including EPQs), and at 
university interviews to help you stand 
out from the crowd.

St Anne's College, Oxford have curated 
an ever-growing set of resources to 
help prospective students enrich their 
learning and boost their applications.

Also check out OU Podcasts. Search all 
800+ podcast series in a range of 
subjects.

www.theconversation.com. Informed 
commentary and debate on the issues 
affecting our world. All articles written 
by authors with expertise in the subject 
matter, so you will get your news 
directly from actual experts. Also on 
social media @ConversationUK

myHE+ The HE+ website brings you 
exciting supercurricular resources 
created and written by Cambridge 
students and academics including 
challenging activities, engaging videos, 
reflective questions and much more. 

The official website of the Nobel Prize. 
Find out about the recent Nobel Prize 
laureates in the subject you are 
interested in. What can you learn about 
their research?

**All Subjects**

These resources are 

suitable for all students 

whatever their main 

interests.

INSIGHTS Find a past lecture from 
Newcastle University’s INSIGHTS public 
lecture series that looks interesting. 
Watch it. Note down a few interesting 
points to refer back to in your personal 
statement or at interview. 

Aeon. Launched in 2012, Aeon’s 
mission is to explore and communicate 
knowledge that addresses the need we 
all share to make sense of ourselves & 
the world. We ask the big, existentially 
significant questions & find the 
freshest, most original answers, 
provided by leading thinkers on 
philosophy, science, psychology, society 
& culture. 

Oxplore is an engaging digital resource 
from the University of Oxford. As the 
‘Home of Big Questions’, it aims to 
challenge those from 11-18 years with 
debates and ideas that go beyond what 
is covered in the classroom. Big 
questions tackle complex ideas across a 
wide range of subjects and reflect the 
kind of critical thinking students 
undertake at university.

Wellcome Collection a range of 
activities as enriching resources for 
post-16 students. Each resource 
includes activity sheets for & focuses 
students on a specific section of the 
recorded event (around 8 to 15 
minutes long). The activities are 
designed to challenge A level Biology, 
Art, Sociology or Psychology, or BTEC 
Health and Social Care students.

Google scholar. Google Scholar 
provides a simple way to broadly search 
for scholarly literature. From one place, 
you can search across many disciplines 
& sources: articles, theses, books, 
abstracts & court opinions, from 
academic publishers, professional 
societies, universities & other web sites.

Broadcast Video Library - Speakers for 
Schools Young people can hear from 
high-achieving professionals and world-
famous names by joining live in-person 
and online events or watching recorded 
broadcasts to discover the secrets to 
career success.

Home | The University of Sheffield 
Player Internationally renowned 
researchers work for the University of 
Sheffield. They are leaders in their 
fields & their research is helping to 
tackle many of the problems that affect 
us all. From art to AI, climate change to 
cutting edge medicine, sustainable food 
to societal issues, there will be 
something on the Player to feed your 
curiosity. 

Springpod subject spotlights allow you 
to learn an interesting topic while 
researching your university options. 
They are a great, free way to get a 
representative impression of what 
pursuing a subject at university is 
actually like.

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Femail.newsletters.ft.com%2Fc%2FeJyUkU2OHC0MQE8DO1pgTAELFvPpU0uzTnIAwKa7lPrpUJRac_soo4lmO1nbz3ryq3nwbe9vaePnsfAY3CWlVjA2kJyM196YCU2QvOZ5eaUUi3YYPSuLhRX6YFWMRavmqbEztgUo8p6MD66EzByMccCxENtavOfigydsck6gATVop73WGi-tOMJMxvAUvAsoUH9KHZc2LnVf5ZLuYzwOYV8EXAVcn8_nx0jA9aj3fV-O3Ll1ZmGvH9LC_v8VbQFTXh8CnP3v4NvK23hHrfFEITiVtanKZQ6KY0SFvlDNZaIWnIDpXxG5zMd4peRi1jo2DbUywJ9XBBvQo3z0nc460vHI_afsaak9326HQP28z6Ocfat741wz8fp22ftNdv518vtRPUUIFFBVRKfQc1Z5KqBiqKUiWpii-bvO9I03-j6vn701ypHOcyZhX74UfPS8HbmOed9eKU3aUOGpKrBWK6w1q0LBKMxUoLZmSBd5Htx_nDMlZAw-BFZQKyjUWFTxDAptjTCZ2CK73wEAAP__Tc7K_A&e=86cd39a5&h=aa94ffeb&f=y&p=n
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Femail.newsletters.ft.com%2Fc%2FeJyUkU2OHC0MQE8DO1pgTAELFvPpU0uzTnIAwKa7lPrpUJRac_soo4lmO1nbz3ryq3nwbe9vaePnsfAY3CWlVjA2kJyM196YCU2QvOZ5eaUUi3YYPSuLhRX6YFWMRavmqbEztgUo8p6MD66EzByMccCxENtavOfigydsck6gATVop73WGi-tOMJMxvAUvAsoUH9KHZc2LnVf5ZLuYzwOYV8EXAVcn8_nx0jA9aj3fV-O3Ll1ZmGvH9LC_v8VbQFTXh8CnP3v4NvK23hHrfFEITiVtanKZQ6KY0SFvlDNZaIWnIDpXxG5zMd4peRi1jo2DbUywJ9XBBvQo3z0nc460vHI_afsaak9326HQP28z6Ocfat741wz8fp22ftNdv518vtRPUUIFFBVRKfQc1Z5KqBiqKUiWpii-bvO9I03-j6vn701ypHOcyZhX74UfPS8HbmOed9eKU3aUOGpKrBWK6w1q0LBKMxUoLZmSBd5Htx_nDMlZAw-BFZQKyjUWFTxDAptjTCZ2CK73wEAAP__Tc7K_A&e=86cd39a5&h=aa94ffeb&f=y&p=n
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Femail.newsletters.ft.com%2Fc%2FeJyUkk1uGzsQhE_D2VEgm82_BRd-MARo_ZIDsNlNeRBJo8xwYPj2QQwH1iaAs64qfqxGtTrkvKxv5Sav20XGkHXi0glzh0mKjSZaG9CmSa51vpy4ZDIecxTtkERjTE7nTEb3yF28dT0BTS8lQ2UizxUz-ECRbE9gSZJItD22aS5gAA0Yb6IxBg-dPGNlayWk6BMqNJ-f2g59HNpynS7lZYz7ptyTgqOCo9w_FAXHB7uC47bT1taZRLkH5cSbcs8-V2NyN9CaAPzGJ5cwooJQr3cF3v330Ve5Z4mxx9pEN0NeYwLQBBA0dxGUaNGIfQhucr7KbbxHnY3MKXldjW3aV0lackaNkbhVCtyTVxA-WV-5roLwr4zpMm_jxOVvvaf7uvDeRtnudf0xreXS1no-bwrN68s8aF9vbelSW2W5vh2W9Tyt8nOX90dNyJA4oW6IXmOUqmsg0Dk1aogOQrZ_7ML_y42_zdfPbRmcRtn3mZV7-tK4xlpvW21jXm4nLsFYJglNg3NGY2tVEyersTJB692yoWnfZP2-z1xQMMWURENroNEgaYoCGl3LEGzuWfyvAAAA__-fO-oh&e=86cd39a5&h=7adb3c5e&f=y&p=n
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The following information which is based on the findings from a survey of:
•  over 70 Admissions Tutors 
•  from over 20 subject areas 
•  from a wide range of universities
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Are they even read?

Admissions Tutors were asked ‘WHEN DO YOU USE THE PERSONAL STATEMENT?’

1. Selection for an offer / rejection UCAS

2. Selection for an interview (if required)

3. Asking questions at interview

4. Occasional consideration of borderline cases (e.g. course requires grades ‘BBB’, you are 
predicted grades ‘BBC’)

5. Miss the required grade in August – tutors might look at your statement, if they have 
spare places
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Admissions tutors in the earlier survey were asked what students should avoid. 
Responses were…

• Waffle

• Swallowing a dictionary

• Statements with no examples or evidence

• Very ordinary interests e.g. going down the pub

• Lying (remember the interview!)

• Becoming somebody you are not

• Rushing - producing a poorly written statement

• Reducing all experiences to skills – stacking shelves in a supermarket provides an honest 
income – don’t sell it for anything else
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What should applicants avoid?

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiF8_z9_KTNAhWEXRQKHaK4BuEQjRwIBw&url=http://international.southwales.ac.uk/apply/international/ucas-direct/&psig=AFQjCNF9d6i0GL1SPqtGuvH0tFxlHIFi5g&ust=1465906344807059
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjckYeP_aTNAhVFzxQKHfOVBBEQjRwIBw&url=http://www.thecdi.net/Unifrog&bvm=bv.124272578,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHmDQAG9cxQ2VJYzexfOjd98JnLlg&ust=1465906422283644


http://international.southwales.ac.uk/media/files/photos/Landing-Page-Apply-UCAS_.jpg
http://www.thecdi.net/write/Logos/Unifrog_logo.jpg

What should applicants avoid? 
Clichéd opening lines!! Top 10 opening lines:

Of over 700,000 candidates who applied to university 1,779 began their personal statement: "From a young age I 
have (always) been.." and most of these continued "interested in" or "fascinated by". 

"For as long as I can remember I have..." (1,451)

"I am applying for this course because..." (1,370)

"I have always been interested in..." (927) 

"Throughout my life I have always enjoyed..." (310)

"Reflecting on my educational experiences..." (257)

"Nursing is a very challenging and demanding (career/ profession/ course)... (211)

"Academically, I have always been..." (168) 

"I have always wanted to pursue a career in..." (160)

"I have always been passionate about..." (160).

“Group assignments are completed with greater 

efficiency as a result of my compassion, which 

renders me an effective contender”

“I additionally possess good leadership and 

teamwork capabilities”
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UCAS Deadlines…
▪ Applications open on 2nd September.

▪ The first UCAS deadline is Wednesday 15th October 6pm 
      Oxford, Cambridge, Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Medicine 

▪ The second UCAS deadline is Wednesday 13th January 6pm

Whitburn Sixth Form Deadlines:
▪ The first sixth form deadline is Wednesday 7th October 5.30pm
 

▪ The second sixth form deadline is Friday 18th December 5.30pm

NB Some universities require additional tests e.g. the UCAT 

(Medicine), LNAT, TMUA, STEP etc…there are others
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